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COUNCILLORS  : 

Altham  : Rev.  11.  H.  Whittaker,  m.a.,  The  Vicarage,  Altham 
(resigned  September,  1938). 

Herl-)ert  Jessop,  Pasture  Gate,  AlthaTU  (elected 
October,  1938). 

Bariev  : Vhlliam  James  Martin,  Hoarstones  Cote,  Fence. 

Blacko  : Wilson  Wallbank,  Gisbiirn  Road,  Blacko. 

Briercliffe  : Fred  Leaver,  7,  Queen  Street,  Briercliffe. 

Cliviger  : William  .Alderson,  c.c.,  Brookside,  Cliviger. 

Dunnockshaw  : John  E.  Riley,  4,  Prospect  Terrace,  Dunnock- 

shaw. 

Foulridge  ; Charles  Spencer,  10,  Skipton  Road,  Foulridge. 

Goldshaw  Booth  ; Reuben  Burton,  Burton  Lodge,  Brierfielcl. 

Habergham  Eaves  : Thomas  Pierson,  262,  Manchester  Road, 

Burnley  (died,  January,  1939). 

Hapton  : Ernest  Gregson,  " Rydal  Mount,”  Manchester  Road, 

Hapton. 

Higham  : James  Stuttard,  j.p.,  Whitehill,  Read. 

Tghtenhill  ; Frederick  Crossley,  j.i>.,  Stockbridge  House, 

Padiham. 

Old  Laund  Booth  ; Hezekiah  Proctor,  j.p.,  ‘‘  Holly  Mount,” 

Fence. 

Read:  David  Creears,  ” Castlebank,”  Straits  Lane,  Read. 

Reedley  Hallows  ; Richard  Tootell,  22,  Reedley  Gro\'e,  Reedley. 

Roughlee  Booth  : Joseph  B.  Hodgkins,  c.c.,  ‘‘  Sherwood,” 

Fence. 

Sabden  : Thomas  Hargreaves,  15,  Whalley  Road,  Sabden. 

Simonstone  and  Northtown  : Frank  F.  Hitchen,  " Beacons- 

holme,”  Simonstone. 

Worsthorne  - with  - Hurstwood  ; Alfred  Henry  Pickles,  j.p., 

” Bryn  Hey,”  Worsthorne, 
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OFFICIALS 

Clerk — H.  E.  Purton. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — H.  J.  Robinson, 

B.A.,M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor — F.  Hewitt,  f.s.i. 

Sanitary  Inspectors — A.  Johnson  (Chief). 

S.  Grimsh.vw. 

Council  Office.s — 18,  Nicholas  Street,  Burnley. 


COMMITTEES 

Public  Health  and  Water:  Chairman — Councillor  A.  H.  Pickles. 

Vice-Chairman — Councillor  H. 
Proctor. 

Higlmays  and  Seivage  ; Chairman — Councillor  F.  Crossley. 

Vice-Chairman — Councillor  J.  B. 
Hodgkins. 

Housing  : Chairman — Re\'.  H.  H.  Whittaker. 

Vice-Chairman — Councillor  T.  Hargreaves. 

Finance  : Chairman — Councillor  R.  Burton. 

Vice-Chairman — Councillor  T.  Peirson. 

(The  above  Committees  are  constituted  of  all  members  of  the 

Council). 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health — H.  J.  Robinson,  b.a.,m.r.c.s.,l.r.c.p. 

(Part-time.  Not  in  Private  Practice). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — *A.  Johnson. 

Additional  Inspector — S.  Grimshaw. 

*Holds  the  Food  Inspectors’  Certificate  and  is  the  appointed 
officer  in  re.spect  of  meat  inspection,  inspection  of  cowsheds 
and  dairies,  house  refuse  collection  and  housing  inspection. 
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Burnley  Rural  District  Council 

Annual  Report  of  Dr.  H.  J.  ROBINSON 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health) 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1938 


Also  the  Report  of  Mr.  FRANK  HEWITT, 
Surveyor  to  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  ended  the  31st  December,  1939,  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  District. 

The  health  of  the  District  was  exceptionally  good  throughout 
the  year.  There  were  no  epidemics  of  any  kind  and  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  one  of  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  the  numlier  of  births  and  deaths 
to  be  about  equal,  viz  : 184  and  182  respectively. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  birth  rate  was  again  \’ery  low 
being  only  10-3  per  1000  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
a rate  of  15- 1 for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  average 
birth-rate  for  the  previous  10  years  was  11-4. 

The  death-rate  of  10  2 per  1000  of  the  population  was  one 
of  the  lowest — if  not  the  lowest — ever  recorded.  The  average 
death-rate  for  the  last  10  years  was  12-9  per  1000  of  the 
population  and  for  England  and  Wales  in  1938  was  11-6. 

The  chief  causes  of  death — as  in  previous  years — were  heart 
disease  (57)  and  cancer  (29). 

Of  the  182  deaths  recorded  it  will  be  noted  that  52  were  of 
persons  over  75  years  of  age,  equal  to  28-5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  slightly  lower  than  that  of  tlu' 
previous  year  although  the  number  of  deaths  (8)  was  the  same. 
The  lower  rate  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  total  number  of  births 
being  slightly  higher. 
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Several  improveineiils  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  tlie  District 
lia\  c been  effected,  chief  of  wliicli  are  the  following  ; — 

(r/)  Private  Street  Works.  Several  private  streets  in  Briercliffe, 
llapton  and  Reedley  have  been  tar-macadamed  and  drained 
which  lias  greatly  imjiroved  their  sanitary  condition  and 
appearance.  Further  particulars  of  this  work  is  given  in 
the  Surveyor’s  report. 

{b)  Provision  of  Dustbins.  The  work  of  substituting  dustbins  for 
ashpits  throughout  the  District  was  completed  during  the 
year.  Over  1700  ashpits  have  been  abolished  during  the  last 
(S  years  by  owners  of  houses  in  re.sponse  to  suggestions  made 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  A weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  is  made  in  every  parish. 

(c)  Improvements  to  Farm  Buildings.  Steady  progress  has  been 
made  in  this  direction  and  a number  of  farms  have  been  greatly 
improved.  The  work  would  be  greatly  accelerated  if  the  law 
required  all  farms  producing  milk  for  liquid  consumption 
to  be  on  cither  the  “ Accredited  ” or  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
roll. 

{d)  Housing.  Eight  houses  were  erected  in  Hapton  to  replace 
condemned  houses,  and  a commencement  was  made  in  the 
erection  of  10  houses  at  Sabden  and  4 at  Briercliffe  in  connec- 
tion with  Clearance  Orders. 

A block  of  9 houses  at  Sabden  is  being  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  but  the  alterations  weie 
not  quite  completed  by  the  end  of  the  3^ear. 

General  repairs  were  effected  to  a large  number  of  houses 
in  various  parts  of  the  District. 

In  my  opinion  there  is  still  a need  for  new  houses  to  rent 
throughout  the  District. 

(e)  Meat  Inspection.  Regular  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
work  and  an  adecpiate  and  efficient  inspection  lias  been 
maintained. 

(/)  General.  A great  deal  of  c.xtra  work  was  thrown  on  the 
Department  in  connection  with  A.R.P.  but  this,  of  course, 
was  general  throughout  the  country  and  needs  no  elaboration. 

It  will  lie  observed  from  the  Report  that  much  routine  work 
lias  been  carried  out  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  gi\-e  minute 
details  in  this  my  iin'limiiiary  statement. 

.\s  in  iirmioiis  years  1 beg  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  co- 
operation of  my  fellow  officers. 
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NATURAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

I. 

The  Rural  District  of  Burnley  is  situated  in  North-East 
Lancashire.  It  is  very  hilly  in  character,  ranging  from  200  to 
1,831  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum. 

The  District  has  an  area  of  39,841  acres,  and  adjoins  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Burnley,  Nelson,  Colne,  Padiham,  Brierfield 
and  Barrowford. 

The  sub-soil  is  mostly  clay.  The  average  annual  rainfall  for 
the  last  10  years  was  43  inches. 

The  following  tables  shewing  the  weather  conditions  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  will 
perhaps  be  of  interest.  The  observations  were  recorded  at  the 
Burnley  Meteorological  Station,  which  is  situated  at  Queen’s  Park, 
Burnley,  at  an  elevation  of  458  feet  above  sea  level.  The 
following  particulars  have  been  very  kindly  furnished  by  the 
Burnley  Public  Health  Department  : — 


1937 

1938 

1.  Total  amount  of  bright  sunshine. 

hours 

939-4 

...  994-5 

2.  Number  of  days  on  which  the  sun 

shone 

268 

256 

3.  Total  amount  of  rainfall  in  inches. . . 

30-36 

...  48  07 

4.  Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell... 

196 

...  223 

5.  Prevailing  winds.  No.  of  days  : — 

West 

82 

96 

South-West 

56 

112 

East  

44 

16 

North-East 

49 

47 

South-East 

38 

31 

North 

13 

2 

South 

49 

25 

North-West 

16 

25 

Calm 

18 

9 
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The  monthly  sunshine  readings  were 

1937 

1938 

January 

hours 

7-8 

11-0 

February 

• t>  f f m * • 

30-4 

...  48-0 

March  . . . 

• ••  ...  pp  . • » 

71-7 

...  78-8 

April 

• ...  ...  pp  . . . 

75-9 

...  151-4 

May 

...  ...  ...  p,  , , , 

147-3 

...  151-6 

June 

...  ...  ... 

117-3 

...  149-6 

July  ... 

...  ...  ... 

112-4 

...  99-2 

August  ... 

...  ...  ...  pp  . , , 

165-6 

...  140-7 

September 

...  ...  ...  pp  , , . 

104-1 

...  85-0 

October... 

...  ...  ...  p,  . , » 

65-5 

...  53-3 

November 

...  ...  ...  tf  • • • 

37-3 

...  23-6 

December 

...  ...  ...  i#*** 

4-1 

2-3 

939-4 

...  994-5 

The  heaviest 

rainfall  was  on  the  3rd 

October, 

when  1 - 71 

inches  were  recorded. 


(A)  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


II. 

Area  (in  acres)  39,841 

Population — Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,521 

Estimated,  mid-year,  1938  17,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  5,027 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1931)  5,047 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of.  1937 

according  to  Rate  Books ...  ...  6,090 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £115,480 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate  (estimated)  ...  ...  £459 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  people  are  cotton  weaving, 
coal  mining,  and  dairy  farming. 


There  would  appear  to  be  no  improvement  in  the  cotton 
industry,  and  trade  conditions  generally  are  bad.  Wages 
generally  are  low,  and  the  standard  of  living  must  thereby  be 
affected. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  182 

Illegitimate  ...  2 


Male.  Female. 
92  ...  90 

1 ...  1 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ...  lU-3 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

Still  Births  4 ...  3 ...  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births ...  21 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  182  ...  93  ...  89 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *10-2 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 
Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

Other  puerperal  causes  ... 
Total 


Deathu. 

Death  rate  per  1000  tula  1 
(live  and  still)  births 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  43 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  29 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil. 

„ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil. 


Per  1,0 

00  OF  Estimated  Population. 

Maternal 
Mortalitv  Rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under 
One  Year 
per  1,000 
live 
births 

Population- 

17,740 

Mean  of  five 

Live 

birth-rate 

Crude 

death-rate 

Death-rate 
from 
tuber- 
culosis of 
resp’tory 
system 

Death-rate 

from 

cancer 

Per  1 ,000 
Livt 
births 

Per  1,000 
Total 

(Live  and 
Still) 
births 

years — 
1933-1937  ... 

1 1 •() 

12'8 

0-50 

1-36 

5-09 

4-79 

53 

Year — 

1937  

10-  1 

13-6 

()•  5(S 

1-58 

5*  55 

5-20 

44 

1938  

10-3 

10.2 

0-  1 1 

1-63 

Xil. 

.\il. 

43 

Increase  or 
decrease  in 
1938  on — 
Five  years’ 
average, 
1933-1937  ... 

—0-7 

—2-6 

— 0-39 

-t-0'27 

—5-09 

-4  • 79 

— 10 

Previous  year 

+ 0-2 

—3-4 

—0-45 

4-0-05 

— 5*  55 

—5-2 

— 1 

*1938  adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor  rU5)  = l()-7  per  1,000, 
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Birth 

Rate. — The  birth  rate  was  again  very  low  being  only 

10 ‘3  per 

1000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  10-1  in  1937 

and  an  average  of  11-4  for  the  preceding  10  years.  The  birth 

rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15-1. 

Birth  Rate  for  the  past  10 

Years. 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Year. 

Births. 

of  Population. 

1929 

203 

11-0 

1930 

211 

11-6 

1931 

210 

11-9 

1932 

212 

12-0 

1933 

244 

13-8 

1934 

196 

10-8 

1935 

189 

10-5 

1936 

178 

9-9 

1937 

180 

10-1 

1938 

184 

10-3 

Death 

Rate. — ^The  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents  and 

those  belonging  to  the  District  who  have  died  elsewhere  was 

182.  This  is  equal  to  a death  rate 

of  10-2  per  1,000  of 

population  as  compared  with  13-6  the 

previous  year  and  an 

average  of  12-9  for  the  preceding  10  years.  The  death  rate 

for  England  and  Wales  during  1938  was 

11-6. 

Death-Rate  for  the  past 

10  Years. 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Year. 

No. 

of  population. 

1929 

242 

13-1 

1930 

213 

11-7 

1931 

210 

15-5 

1932 

228 

11-9 

1933 

274 

12-9 

1934 

212 

11-7 

1935 

240 

13-4 

1936 

223 

12-4 

1937 

241 

13-6 

1938 

182 

10-2 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 
Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

3 

5 

1 ^ 

Infantile  Deaths  for  the  past  10  Years. 


Year. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000  births. 

1929 

13 

64-0 

1930 

15 

71-0 

1931 

15 

71-0 

1932 

12 

56-6 

1933 

11 

45-0 

1934 

11 

56-0 

1935 

15 

79-0 

1936 

8 

44-0 

1937 

8 

44-0 

1938 

8 

43-0 

The  causes  of  death  in  infants 

were  ; — 

Premature  Birth... 

2 

Atelectasis 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

1 

The  ages  of  the  infants  at  the 

time  of  death  were  : — 

Under  24  hours  ... 

3 

Under  one  week  ... 

2 

Under  3 months  ... 

1 

Over  3 months  ... 

2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Disease. 

Male. 

Female. 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2.  Measles 

— 

— 

3.  .Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  cough  ... 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

6.  Influenza 

1 

— 

7.  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

10.  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

— 

11.  Syphilis 

— 

— 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes 

dorsalis 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14 

15 

14.  Diabetes 

1 

4 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

4 

7 

16.  Heart  disease 

30 

27 

17.  Aneurysm  ... 

— 

— - 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases... 

7 

5 

19.  Bronchitis  ... 

3 

3 

20.  Pneuriionia  (all  forms) 

5 

— 

21.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

I 

22.  Peptic  ulcer... 

— 

— 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  ... 

— 

— 

24.  Appendicitis 

1 

1 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

1 

— 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

1 

— 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

— 

1 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

3 

3 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth. 

malformations,  etc.... 

1 

4 

32.  Senility 

2 

3 

33.  Suicide 

— 

1 

34.  Other  violence 

3 

3 

35.  Other  defined  diseases 

13 

11 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

— 

— 

93 

89 

13 


SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGE  PERIODS 


Under 
1 year 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65-75 

75  and 
over. 

Males 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

7 

32 

26 

23 

Females... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

24 

25 

29 

8 

— 

— 

2 

3 

10 

56 

51 

52 

There  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  conditions  of  occupations 
or  environment  had  any  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  IN  THE  YEAR  1938. 

England  and  Wales,  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  and  148  Small  Towns. 
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(B)  GKNKRAL  PROVISION  OF  IIFALTH  SFRVICES 

FOR  THIC  AREA. 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities. — Specimens  for  bacteriological  and 
pathological  examination  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley. 

Number  of  specimens  sent  by  medical  practitioners  and  others 
during  1938  ; — 

Sputum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  47 

Faeces  (typhoid)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blood,  Widal  reaction  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  Ambulance  facilities. — A motor  ambulance  is  provided  by 
the  Burnley  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious 
cases  to  Hospital. 

For  accidents  and  non-infectious  cases,  motor  ambulances 
belonging  to  neighbouring  local  authorities  are  used. 

No  difficulties  have  been  experienced  and  the  services  appear 
to  be  adequate. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are  now  3 Nursing  Assoc- 
iations in  the  District,  viz.  : — 

(rt)  Fen’CE  Distric'I',  which  includes  the  parishes  of 
Old  I.aund  Booth,  Higham,  Barley,  Roughlee,  etc. 

{b)  Re.ad  District,  includes  the  parishes  of  Read,  Sab- 
den  and  Simonstone. 

(c)  C LiviGER  District,  includes  the  parishes  of  Cliviger, 
Worsthorne  and  Habergham  Eaves. 


4.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — The  following  are  available 
for  residents  in  the  Rural  District  : — 


Service. 

Situation. 

By  whom 
Provided. 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  

Briercliffe  and  Sabden  . 

..  Lancs.  County 

Day  Nurseries 

None  provided. 

Council. 

School  Clinics 

Padiham 

do. 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensaries 

Accrington  and  Nelson  . 

do. 

Venereal  Disease 

Victoria  Hospital, 

Burnley 

do, 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment  is  available  at  Burnley  and  Nelson. 

5.  Hospitals. — Public  and  Voluntary.  Particulars  of  the 
hospital  accommodation  have  been  given  in  detail  in  previous 
Reports.  Briefly  the  accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 

For  Infectious  Disease  : — 

(a)  Smallpox  Hospital,  situated  at  Crown  Point,  Habergham 

Eaves. 

(b)  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  situated  in  Marsden  Road, 

Burnley. 

These  hospitals  are  controlled  by  the  Burnley  Joint  Hospital 
Board  of  which  the  Rural  District  Council  is  a constituent 
member.  During  the  year  the  Board  was  reconstituted  and  as 
from  the  1st  October,  1938,  the  area  of  the  Board  was  enlarged 
to  include  the  Boroughs  of  Nelson  and  Colne  and  the  Urban 
Districts  of  Barrowford  and  Trawden. 

Patients  are  not  required  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  treatment. 

The  cost  of  hospital  treatment  for  the  year  ended  30th  Sept- 
ember, 1938,  was  £5  per  patient  (maintenance  only). 

The  accommodation  has  been  sufficient  for  all  requirements 
during  the  year.  The  Smallpox  Hospital  has  not  been  required 
for  several  years  and  is  still  being  used  by  the  Burnley  Corporation 
for  the  open-air  treatment  of  delicate  children. 

Other  Hospitals  are  : — 

(a)  Municipal  General  Hospital,  Casterton  Avenue,  Burnley. 

(b)  Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley  (a  voluntary  general  hospital). 

(c) *Bank  Hall  Maternity  and  Children’s  Hospital,  Burnley. 

(i)*Maternity  Home,  Fern  Lea,  Nelson. 

(*By  arrangement  between  the  Lancashire  County 

Council  and  Burnley  and  Nelson  Corporations). 

(e)  Pulmonary  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria.  Institutional  treat- 
ment at  various  hospitals  is  arranged  by  the  County 
Council. 

6.  Private  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. — The  County 
Council  is  the  Authority  dealing  with  the  registration  of  these 
premises.  There  is  one  Home  in  the  Rural  District,  viz.  : Monk- 
holme  Nursing  Home,  Reedley. 
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7. — Midwives. — The  County  Council  is  tlic  “ Local  Supervising 
Authority  ” responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Midwives 
Act.  There  arc  4 midwi\es  in  the  Rural  District  who  arc  reg- 
istered with  the  County  Council. 

The  Rural  District  Council  do  not  employ  or  financially 
assist  any  widwife. 


(C)— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  chief  sources  of  supply  are  from  the  Council’s  own  water- 
works and  from  those  of  adjoining  local  authorities.  Particulars 
of  the  supply  to  each  village  have  been  given  in  previous  reports. 
The  supplies  are  constant,  and  the  quality  has  been  satisfactory. 

Further  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

.Approximate  number  of  houses  6090 

Do.  with  piped  supplies  from 

public  mains 5021 

Do.  with  private  piped  supplies.  954 

Do.  with  supplies  not  piped  ...  115 

Public  W.vter  Supplies. 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  13 


Results  : — 

Township. 

Result. 

Briercliffe 

Colonies  on  agar  at  37'  C.  in  48  hours 
average  1 per  cc. 

No  coliform  bacilli  in  100  cc. 

Clintger 

. . Colonies  on  agar  at  37'  C.  in  48  hours, 
average  1 per  cc. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli 
8 per  100  cc. 

Dunnocksh.wv  ... 

..  Colonies  on  agar,  etc.,  average  10  per 
cc.  (mainly  air-borne  .sporing 

organisms  of  no  sanitary  signifi- 
cance). 

Probable  number  of  B.  Coli  5 per 
100  cc. 

Foulrioge 

..  Colonies  on  agar,  etc.  average  1 per 
cc.  No  coliform  organisms  in  100  cc, 
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Hatton  ... 


Old  Laund  Booth 


Read  (Cobcar  Supply) 


, (Hammond  Well 


(Pollard  Well) 


Ne\vchurch-in-Pendle 


Sabden  (Main  Supply) 


('olonies  on  agar,  etc.  average  8 
per  cc.  (mainly  air-borne  sporing 
organisms  of  no  sanitary  signifi- 
cance). 

No  coliform  organisms  in  100  cc. 

Colonies  on  agar  etc.  average  2 per  cc. 
Probable  number  of  B.  Coli.  8 per 
100  cc. 

Colonies  on  agar,  etc.,  average  4 per 
cc.  ProbalDle  number  of  B.  Coli. 
8 per  100  cc. 

Colonies  on  agar,  etc.,  average  10 
per  cc. 

Probable  number  of  B.  Coli.  50 
per  100  cc. 

Colonies  on  agar,  etc.,  average  30 
per  cc. 

Probable  number  of  B.  Coli.  25 
per  100  cc. 

Colonies  on  agar,  etc.,  average  3 per  cc. 
Probable  number  on  B.  Coli.  5 
per  100  cc. 

C olonies  on  agar,  etc.,  average  2 per  cc. 
No  B.  Coli.  in  100  cc. 


(Clitheroe  Road)  Colonies  on  agar,  etc.,  1 per  cc. 

No  B.  Coli.  in  100  cc. 


SiMONSTONE 


C olonies  on  agar,  etc.,  average  2 per  cc. 
Probable  number  of  B.  Coli.  3 per 
100  cc. 


The  supplies  from  Hammond  Well  and  Pollard  Well,  Read, 
were  discontinued  and  the  few  houses  concerned  were  connected 
to  the  principal  village  supplies  from  Cobcar  Nook  and  Padiham. 

Private  Supplies. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  10 

Two  of  these  supplies  were  unsatisfactory  and  are  at  present 
being  dealt  with. 


An  extension  of  Burnley  Corporation’s  water  mains  was  carried 
out  by  the  Corporation  to  a small  colony  of  houses  in  Valley 
Gardens,  Hapton,  just  out.side  the  borough  boundary.  Fifteen 
houses — the  water  supply  to  which  had  had  to  be  carried  from 
a distant  well  - were  connected  to  these  mains. 
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There  were  no  new  sources  of  public  water  sujiply  nor  any 
important  extension  of  mains,  other  than  tlie  above-mentioned. 

No  shortage  of  supply  occurred  in  any  part  of  the  District 
during  tlie  year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  provisions  of  the  Ri\  ers  Pollution  Acts  are  administered 
by  the  Ribble  Joint  Committee. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Council  have  their  own  sewage  disposal  works  at  Eoul- 
ridge,  Sabden  and  Worsthorne.  The  sewage  from  other  townships 
goes  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  of  neighbouring  local  authorities. 

Higham  sewerage  scheme  was  commenced  on  May  30th, 
1938,  but  was  not  quite  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  position  at  Cliviger,  Dunnockshaw,  Lane  Bottom  part  of 
Briercliffe,  Newchurch-in-Pendle  and  Barley  is  still  the  same, 
and  I would  again  draw  attention  to  the  need  for  sewerage 
schemes  in  these  villages. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


Township. 

Altham,  Briercliffe,  Blacko, 
Hapton,  Old  Laund  Booth, 
Read,  Reedley  Hallows, 
Sabden,  Simonstone, 
V’orsthorne,  Habergham 
Eaves  and  Ightenhill. 

Cliviger,  Barley,  Dunnockshaw, 
Goldshaw  Booth,  Higham, 
Roughlee,  Northtown, 
Wheatley  Carr. 

Foulridge 


Estimated 

Population.  System. 

13,011  Principally  waste  water 
closets  and  fre.sh  water 
closets  ; remainder 
pail  closets. 


3,414  Principally  on  the  con- 
servancy system, 
(pails  and  ta,nks). 

1,295  Chiefly  fresh-water 
closets. 


The  following  arc  the  closet  conversions  carried  out  during 
the  past  year  and  the  preceding  5 years  ; — 


1938.  1933-1937. 

Waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  6 10 

Privies  to  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  — 

Privies  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  — 15 

Pail  closets  to  fre.sh  water  closets  ...  10  44 
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Fresh  water  closets  arc  rc<|uire(l  for  all  new  property  ; also 
the  provision  of  private  septic  tanks  and  filters  where  there  are 
no  sewers. 

Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 


Number  .vnd  Type  of  Closets  in  the  District. 


Approximate  number  of 

tank  closets  ... 

440 

Do. 

pail  closets  ... 

020 

Do. 

waste  water  closets 

2402 

Do. 

frsh  water  closets  ... 

2522 

The  Council  docs  not  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  substitution  of  dustbins  for  ashpits  has  been  completed 
in  all  the  built  up  areas  throughout  the  District,  and  ashpits  ai'e 
now  only  in  use  at  farms  and  isolated  cottages.  A difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  getting  the  disused  ashpits  either  pulled 
down  or  converted  into  store  places  for  the  dustbins  but  this 
work  is  being  pressed  forward.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
change-over  from  ashpits  to  dustbins  has  been  obtained  without 
the  serving  of  more  than  about  half-a-dozen  statutory  notices. 

No  contribution  to  the  cost  of  conversion  is  made  by  the 
Council. 

Dustbins  are  enaptied  weekly  throughout  the  District  and  the 
work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  our  own  workmen.  The  chief 
sanitary  inspector  supervises  the  work. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  tipping.  There  are  8 refuse 
tips  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  and  in  two  of  these — at 
Hapton  and  Cliviger — a man  is  engaged  part-time  to  keep  them 
in  order  ; the  others  are  attended  to  by  the  dustbinmen.  It 
would  not  be  practicable  in  our  District  to  centralise  the  tipping. 

Two  hired  covered  motor  wagons  and  3 horses  and  carts 
belonging  to  the  Council  are  engaged  on  the  work. 

Particulars  as  to  Number  of  Dustbins,  Etc.  . — 

Number  of  dustbins  substituted  for  ashpits  during  the  year  100 

Number  of  dustbins  substituted  for  ashpits  during  five 
years  1 933- 1 937 

Number  of  dustbins  in  District  (ajjprox.) 

Number  of  ashpits  in  District  (approx.)  ... 


1040 

5790 

200 
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SANITARY  INSPFXTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  several  townshijis  in  Ihe  District  have  been  regularly 
inspected. 


Si.xty  complaints  were  recei\cd.  These  were  iinmediately 
investigated  and,  where  necessary,  dealt  with. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  607 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  219 

Number  of  notices  issued — (a)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  95 

(/;)  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  20 

M.vttkrs  De.\lt  With  ; — 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Defecti\'e  sanitary  pails  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Pri\’ate  cesspools  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  sink  M^aste  pipes. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  eaves  gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blocked  waste  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

DefectiN-e  kitchen  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defecti\’e  closet  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dilapidated  outbuildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  inside  water  closet  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  storage  tank  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  of  garbage,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Goats  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  ...  ...  4 

Farm  immure  tanks  overflowing  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pigeons  kept  in  house  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dead  hens  deposited  on  tip  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  farm  manure  tank  abolished  ...  ...  ...  1 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  100  dustbins  were  substituted  for 
ashpits. 

SHOPS. 

.Vetion  taken  under  jirovisions  of  : — 

(a)  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature 
of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  : — 

Number  of  shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  None  necessary. 
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{h)  Public  Health  Act,  193(S,  relating  to  condition  in  offices, 
etc. 

No  action  taken. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

{ci)  Number  of  sites  in  the  District  which  were  used 

for  camping  purposes  during  1938  ...  ...  One 

(6)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 
have  been  issued  by  local  authority  under  section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  None 

(c)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident 
in  the  district  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season, 

1938  40 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  special  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement. 

Three  observations  of  factory  chimneys  were  taken. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  or  necessary. 

We  have  no  byelaws  regulating  smoke  emission.  The  time 
limit  allowed  in  the  Ruial  District  for  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  is  5 minutes  in  the  half-hour. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  is  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  District. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  boating  pool  or  lake  at  Roughlee 
which  is  also  used  as  a swimming  pool. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Seventeen  premises  were  visited  and  the  conditions  generally 
were  satisfactory. 

Notices  were  sent  to  one  firm  regarding  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  sanitary  conveniences,  and  the  matter  received 
attention. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  tents,  \'aus,  sheds,  etc., 
during  the  year.  We  ha\-e  no  byelaws  dealing  with  these  or 
similar  structures. 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  21  public  elementary  schools  in  the  District. 

The  chief  sanitary  requirement  at  several  schools  is  the 
piwisiou  of  water  closets  in  place  of  pail  closets. 

The  water  supply  generally  is  satisfactory. 

No  school  Jiad  to  be  closed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


The  following  particulars  are  set  in  the  form  indicated  in 
Circular  1728  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


(u)  Council  houses. 

(i)  Infested  ... 

None 

(ii)  Disinfested 

None 

(/;)  Other  houses. 

(i)  Infested  ... 

None 

(ii)  Disinfested 

None 

No  fumigant  or  insecticide  required. 

3.  Where  considered  necessary,  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  household  furniture,  etc.,  to  be  removed  and 
fumigated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  before  removal  to  a 
Council  house  ; also  for  tenants  to  have  baths  and  their 
clothing  steam  disinfected.  As  a precautionary  measure 
one  house  was  so  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


4.  The  work  in  the  case  referred  to  above  was  carried  out 
by  the  Burnley  Corporation. 

5.  \hsits  have  been  made  periodically  with  a view  to  prevent- 
ing infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleansing. 

(D)  HOUSING. 

During  the  year  72  houses  were  erected  in  the  following 


townships  : — 

Briercliffe  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cliviger  ...  ...  ...  18 

Habergham  Eaves  ...  ...  4 

Hapton  ...  ...  ...  9 

Higham  ...  ...  ...  1 

Reedley  Hallows  ...  ...  1 

M'orsthorne  ...  ...  ...  38 


72 
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(rt)  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  Year  ; — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  72 

(t)  By  the  Local  Authority...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  ...  84 

[h)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  .\cts  ; 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(1)  [a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

[h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . 356 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

(i)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  189 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. . . 3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices  ; — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  63 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

[a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. . . ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

[a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 
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(/))  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Numlier  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{«)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 1 and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1933  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders...  ...  ...  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : — 

{a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  18 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  82 

{b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  160 

{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

{e)  .\ny  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil, 
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(/;)  HOUSING  ('ONDITIONS. 

The  houses  in  the  Rural  District  are  mostly  stone-built  and 
the  prevailing  type  contains  parlour,  kitchen,  scullery,  and 
either  two  or  three  bedrooms. 

The  general  standard  is  fairly  satisfactory  but  there  is  a good 
deal  of  old  property  in  most  of  the  villages. 

The  small  Housing  Scheme  at  Hapton  (8  Houses)  was  com- 
pleted and  the  condemned  wood  habitations  at  Park  Gate, 
Hapton,  cleared  away. 

A commencement  was  made  on  the  erection  of  10  houses  at 
Sabden  and  4 at  Briercliffe  and  were  nearing  completion  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Considerable  repairs  to  a number  of  houses  have  been  effected 
during  the  year. 

The  shortage  of  houses  does  not  appear  to  be  acute  but  there 
is  a need  for  a few  new  houses  to  rent  in  most  of  the  village. 


(E)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
{a)  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  farms,  cowkeepers,  etc.,  in  the  district. 


Dairy  farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  390 

Cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farms)  390 
Producer — retailers  ...  ...  ...  237 

Wholesalers,  butter  makers,  etc.  ...  Ko3 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  591 

Notices  served  requiring  structural  alterations  to 

farm  buildings,  and  as  to  cleanliness,  etc.  ...  117 


Improvements  carried  out  : — 

Bl.\cko  ; — 

Beverley  Farm  ...  ...  Cowshed  floor  concreted  ; 

.Additional  windows  pro\  ided  ; 
Walls  cement  rendered. 

Briercliffe  : — 

Monk  Hall  Farm  ...  Cowshed  floor  concreted  ; 

.Additional  windows  pro\'ided  ; 
Ceiling  raised  ; 

New  manure-stead  made  ; 

New  dairy  built. 
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Foulriugk  : — 

Owlet  Nest  Farm 

Goldshaw  Booth  : — 
Higher  Town  Farm 

High AM  : — 

Northwood  Farm... 


Sagar  Hill  Farm  ... 

Old  Laund  Booth  : — 
Greenbank  Farm 


New  cowshed  built  to  house  10 
cows. 

New  dairy  built. 

Cowshed  floor  concreted  ; 

Ceiling  raised  ; 

\\"alls  cement-rendered. 

New  dairy  built. 


New  dairy  built. 


Reedley  Hallows  : — 
Reedley  Barn  Farm 


New  cowshed  to  hold  14  cows. 


Roughlee  : — 

Blacko  Foot  Farm 

Intack  Farm 


Roughlee : — 

Laund  Head  Farm 
Thorneyholme  Farm 


New  shippon  built  to  hold  12 
cows. 

Cowshed  floor  relaid  in  concrete  ; 
Additional  windows  provided  ; 
Ceiling  raised  ; 

New  dairy  built. 

New  dairy  built. 

New  dairy  built. 


The  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  the 
Rural  District  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Police,  and  I am 
indebted  to  Superintendent  Pickering,  Reedley,  for  the  follow- 
ing information 


1. — Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  : — 

Number  taken  ...  ...  SB 

Results  : — Genuine  ...  ...  85 

Below  standard...  I 


The  sample  below  standard  was  6 per  cent,  deficient  of  fat, 
but  no  proceedings  were  taken  in  this  case. 

2. — The  number  of  cows  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  was  25. 


28 


The  bulk  of  the  milk  produced  iu  our  area  is  retailed  in  the 
( ounty  Borough  of  Burnley.  Dr.  D.  C.  Lamont,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Burnley,  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  par- 
ticulars relating  to  samples  taken  from  rural  supplies  ; — 

1.  Taken  'under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  : — 

Number  taken  ...  ...  ...  120 

Adulterated 
or  below 

No.  Genuine.  standard. 

Formal  samples  ...  ...  120  119  1 

Informal  samples  ...  ...  d 3 — 

No  proceedings  were  taken. 

2.  Examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  : — 


Number  taken...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Positive...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

3.  Examination  for  B.,  Coli  and  Cleanliness  {Methylene 
Blue  Test)  ; — 

. Number  of  samples  taken ...  ...  143 

{a)  B.  Coli  : — Absent  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Present  in  0-01  ml.  ...  ...  13 

(/;)  Methylene  Blue  Test  : — Passed  test  ...  ...  122 

Failed  to  pass  ...  21 


A large  quantity  of  milk  produced  in  the  Rural  District  is 
retailed  in  Nelson,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  R.  G. 
Markham,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  ; — 

1 . Samples  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 


Act...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

2.  Number  e.\amined  for  tubercle  bacilli  ...  13 

Negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

3.  Number  e.xamined  for  visible  cleanliness  ...  69 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  68 

Not  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  samjdes  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1928,  were  again  \-crv  satisfactoiy,  only  2 out  of  209  samples 
being  below  the  legal  standard  for  (juality. 
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As  regards  cleanliness,  93-4  jicr  cent,  of  the  samples  were 
satisfactory. 

The  number  of  farmers  registered  for  the  production  of 
Accredited  Milk  continues  steadily  to  increase. 

The  following  are  the  farms  in  onr  district  that  arc  licensed 
by  the  County  Council  for  the  production  of  either  Tuberculin 
Tested  or  Accredited  milk  ; — 


Altham  ... 

...  Clough  Bank  Farm. 

Briercliffe 

Elders’i’th  Row  Farm. 
Netherwood  Farm. 
Walshaw  Farm. 

Cliviger 

Dyneley  Farm. 

Dean  Farm. 

Foulridge 

Daubers  Farm. 

Habergham  Eaves 

Habergham  Hall  Farm. 
Lower  Micklehurst  Farm. 
Lower  Small  Hazels 

Hapton 

Shuttleworth  House  Farm. 
Shuttleworth  Hall  Farm. 
Barley  Green  Farm. 

Green  Nook  Farm. 

Higham 

Hollins  Farm 

Read 

..  Houlkers  Farm. 

Reedley 

..  New  Laund  Farm. 

Rough  lee 

Higher  Greystone  Farm. 
Ridge-O-Ling  Farm. 

Simonstone 

..  Higher  Trapp  Farm. 

Law  House  Farm. 
Cockshotts  Farm. 

M'orsthorne 

Saville  Green  Farm. 

High  Halstead. 

{b)  Meat  and  Other  Food. 

The  slaughterhouses  and  butchers’  shops  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  an  efficient  and  adequate  inspection  of  meat  at 
these  places  has  been  made. 

The  quality  of  meat  sold  in  the  District  is  very  good,  and 
the  shops  hav’e  been  found  clean  and  well-maintained. 

There  are  10  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  District 
but  only  4 are  in  general  use,  the  other  0 are  used  only 
occasionally. 
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We  have  no  meat  stalls,  but  a few  butchers  go  round  with 
vans. 


No  system  of  meat  marking  is  in  force. 

Badly  diseased  carcases  arc  sent  to  Corporation  Destructor 
Works  and  burned  ; other  condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  to 
artificial  manure  manufacturers. 


No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported. 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  condemned. 


Cattle  (e-xcluding 
Cows) . 

Number  killed  ...  768 

No.  inspected 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  : — 

^^'hole  carcases 

condemned  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 

condemned  ...  1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcase 

condemned  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 

condemned  ...  3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis  ... 


Cows.  Calves.  Sheep. 

83  42  6568 

No  record  kept. 


1 — 6 


No  record  kept. 


No  record  kept. 


Pigs. 

90 


(c')  .\nULTF.R.-\T10N,  KtC. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  .Act,  1928,  and 
other  Food  .Acts  or  Regulations  arc  administered  by  the  County 
Police. 
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{(/)  ('lIl'MICAI.  AND  l->At  lEKIOI.OfDCAI.  ICXAMINAIION  ()!•  I'OOD. 

li.NJuninations  arc  carried  out  at  tlic  rdurnley  Municipal 
Laboratory.  No  food  has  been  sent  for  e.xaniination  during 
the  year. 


(c)  Nutrition.  , 

No  special  action  has  been  taken. 

(/)  Shell-Fish  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  shell-fisti  beds  or  layings  in  the  district. 


(F)  PREVALANCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

General. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  with  the 
e.Nception  of  Oplithalmia  Neontorum,  was  the  lowest  recorded 
for  many  years.  There  were  no  epidemics. 

Measles  and  whooping-cough  cases  are  not  removed  to  hospital 
unless  there  are  special  circumstances  requiring  their  removal. 

All  notifications  are  immediately  investigated  with  a view 
to  ascertaining,  if  possible,  the  source  of  infection,  and  also  to 
give  advice  regarding  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 

Further  particulars  in  connection  with  the  different  diseases 
are  given  in  the  following  pages. 

Disinfection,  Etc. 

There  is  no  steam  disinfecting  plant  in  the  Rural  area  ; 
where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  with  the  Burnley 
Corporation  Health  Department  for  the  steam  disinfection  of 
bedding,  etc.,  at  their  depot. 

Infected  rooms  and  articles  of  clothing  are  fumigated  with 
formic  aldehyde  and  sprayed  with  formalin. 

Thirt^^-nine  rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year,  but  no 
record  was  kept  of  the  number  of  articles  dealt  with. 

Houses  are  disinfected  after  cases  of  phthisis,  but  not  after 
measles,  chickenpox,  or  whooping  cough. 
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'I'liere  is  no  Cleansing  Station  in  the  Rural  District  for  the 
cleansing  of  verminous  persons,  but  there  are  facilities  for  this 
purpose  at  the  Burnley  Cleansing  Station.  The  station  was 
used  on  one  occasion  as  a precautionery  measure  where  a family 
was  removing  to  a Council  house. 


Rat  Week. 

A hundred  posters  were  exhibited  throughout  the  District. 
There  were  four  applications  for  a supply  of  rat  poison  but  no 
report  was  received  as  to  the  results.  A rat  catcher  with  dogs 
and  ferrets  was  engaged  on  Briercliffe  refuse  tip  and  12  rats 
were  killed. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1938. 

The  following  analysis  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  and  deaths  therefrom,  under  the  various  age  groups,  will  perhaps  be  of  interest. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  Tabic  shows  I he  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  (except  Tuberculosis)  reported  during  the  j^ear,  compared 


with  the  number  notified 

in  the  preceding  five  years 

: — 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Smallpox... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

72 

58 

20 

17 

28 

19 

Diptheria 

19 

12 

14 

12 

15 

10 

Enteric  fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

22 

13 

20 

9 

24 

7 

Er^^sipelas 

1 

9 

6 

4 

2 

2 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 . 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

2 

5 

— 

3 

2 

3 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

{a)  Smallpox. — No  case  reported  since  1929. 

No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regu- 
lations, 1917. 

{b)  Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  reported  was  one  of 
the  lowest  on  record,  viz.  19  as  compared  with  28  in  the  previous 


year.  The  average 

for  the  previous  5 years  was  39. 

T ownships  A ffected. 

Altham 

1 

Ightenhill 

...  1 

Barley 

1 

Read 

2 

Briercliffe 

4 

Reedley  ... 

...  1 

Cliviger 

...  2 

Simonstone 

...  1 

Foulridge 

1 

Worst  home 

...  1 

Hapton 

...  4 

M onthlv  Incidence. 

January 

...  2 

July  

...  — 

February 

4 

August  ... 

...  4 

March  ... 

1 

September 

...  — 

April  ... 

1 

October  ... 

...  — 

May  ... 

1 

November 

...  — 

June  ... 

2 

December 

...  4 

The  disease  generally  was  of  a mild  type  which  has  been  the 
case  now  for  several  years.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  number 
of  ixitients  removed  to  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  was  10,  or 
52-0  per  cent,  of  the  number  notified. 


35 


(f)  Diphtheria. — There  were  10  cases  luitified  wliicli  is  5 less 
than  in  the  prexious  year.  The  axerage  number  for  the  previous 
5 years  was  14 '4.  Eight  jiatienls  xvere  removed  to  the  hosiptal, 
equal  to  80  per  cent,  of  the  number  notified. 


Townshi ps  .4 ffected. 

Briercliffe 

3 Hapton  ... 

2 

Clixiger 

1 Ightenhill 

1 

Habergharn  Eaves  .. 

1 \Vorsthornc 

2 

Monthly  Incidence. 

january 

- July  ... 

1 

February 

1 August  ... 

1 

March  ... 

2 September 

...  — 

April  ... 

1 October  ... 

1 

^lay  

— November 

...  — 

June 

2 December 

1 

The  type  of  diphtheria  was  not  very  sex’ere. 

The  Medical 

Superintendent  of  the 

Infectious  Disease  Hospital  reports  that 

there  xvere  relatively 

fexv  cases  of  severe  cardiac 

involx^ement 

and  few  cases  required  very  lengthy  periods  in  hosiptal  on  account 
of  complications.  There  were  no  deaths  in  our  District. 

Anti-toxin  is  supplied  free.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  medical  practitioners  to  obtain  their  supplies  from  the  nearest 
local  authority  so  as  to  obx'iate  any  delay. 

{d)  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers. — No  case  reported. 

{e)  Pneumonia. — There  were  only  7 cases  notified  as  compared 


xvith  24  in  1937. 
was  17-6. 

The  average  number  for  the  5 years 

1933-1937 

Monthly  Incidence. 

January 

— July  

...  — 

February 

1 August  ... 

...  — 

March 

.,.  — September 

...  1 

April  ... 

...  — October  ... 

...  — 

May  

2 November 

...  — 

June  

1 December 

2 

Townships  A ffected. 

Briercliffe 

1 Hapton  ... 

...  1 

Higham 

1 Reedley  ... 

...  1 

Habergharn  Eaves 

1 Worsthorne 

2 
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(/)  Malaria,  Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever.  There  were  no 
cases  of  Malaria  or  Trench  Fever.  One  case  of  Dysentery 
occurred  and  the  i^aticnt  died.  The  source  of  infection  could 
not  be  traced. 

(y)  Puperal  Pyrexia. — Three  cases  occurred,  each  under 
medical  supervision.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  immediately  notified  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Public  Health  (Puerperal  Fever  and  Puperal  Pyre.xia) 
Regulations,  1926. 

(/;)  Cerebro-spinal  Fever. — No  case  reported. 

(i)  Ophthalmia  Neontorum. — Six  cases  occurred,  an  increase 
of  five  on  each  of  the  five  previous  years.  One  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  a nursing  home  and  the  remaining  five  in  private 
practice.  Maternity  and  Child  W’elfare  work  in  our  District  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council  to  whom  all  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neontorum  are  notified  by  medical  practitioners. 

(j)  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chickenpox,  Diarrhoea  (cliildren 
under  2 years). — These  disease  are  not  notifiable  in  our  District. 
The  prevalence  of  these  diseases  or  of  the  general  sickness  amongst 
school  children  is  indicated  on  the  weekly  returns  submitted  by 
the  School  Attendance  Officers. 


No  outbreak  occurred  requiring  any  special  comment. 


OTHER  DISEASES. 


Influenza. — fhere  was  not  a great  deal  of  influenza  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  was  1 as  compared  with  14 


in  1937. 

Deaths  During 

1929  ... 

13 

1930  ... 

3 

1931  ... 

10 

1932  ... 

8 

1933  ... 

7 

Cancer.- 

—The  number  of  de 

than  in  the  previous  year. 

I'liE  Past  10  Years. 


1934  3 

1935  4 

1936  4 

1937  14 

1938  1 


aths  from  cancer  was  29,  one  more 


The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  decennial  period  1928- 
1937  was  22-9. 


No  sjiecial  empiiries  relating  to  cancer  were  made. 
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Localisation  of  the  disease  : — 

Females  : — Bladder  1 ; Breast  2 ; Cheek  1 ; Large  intestines  2 ; 

Small  intestines  2 ; Liver  2 ; Ovaries  1 ; Stomach  1 ; 
Spine  1 : Uterus  1 ; Vagina  I. 

Males  : — Caecum  3 ; Lungs  3 ; Liver  1 ; Oesophagus  1 ; Spine 
1 ; Stomach  1 ; Prostate  Gland  2 ; Rectum  1 ; Small 
intestines  1. 


Summary  of  Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods. 


15-20 

30-35 

35-40 

40-45 

45-50 

50-55 

55-60 

60-65 

65-70 

70-75 

Over 

75 

Hales  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

5 

1 

2 

-emales 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

Deaths  During  Past  10  Years. 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934  1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Males  ... 

3 

12 

12 

12 

7 9 

10 

17 

14 

Females 

15 

13 

16 

10 

8 

15  15 

18 

11 

15 

Total  ... 

18 

25 

28 

16 

20 

22  24 

28 

28 

29 

Death  Rate  for  the  Past  10  Years. 


Total  number 

Rate 

Year. 

Cancer  Deatlis. 

of  Deaths 

per  100 

(all  causes). 

deaths. 

1929 

18 

242 

7-4 

1930 

25 

213 

11-7 

1931 

28 

274 

10-2 

1932 

16 

210 

7:6 

1933 

20 

228 

8-8 

1934 

22 

212 

10-4 

1935 

24 

240 

10-0 

1936 

28 

223 

12-5 

1937 

28 

241 

1 1 -6 

1938 

29 

182 

15-9 
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TUBICRCT’UJSIS. 

Non- 

Number  ol  primary  notifications  Total.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 


reccviecl  from  medical 
titioners  on  Form  ‘A’ 

prac- 

...  18 

10 

8 

Un-notifed  cases  (obtained 
Death  Returns 

from 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

...  19 

10 

...  9 

Localisation  of  the  Disease 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

M. 

6 

F. 

4 

Total. 

10 

Spine 

— 

1 

1 

Glands  of  Neck  ... 

2 

3 

5 

Kidney  

1 

1 

2 

Axillary  Gland  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

10 

9 

19 

Occupation  of  Patients  : — 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Housewives  ... 

2 

1 

Cotton  Weavers 

2 

2 

Joiners 

2 

1 

School  Children  

- — 

3 

Shop  Assistants 

1 

— 

Farmworkers 

2 

— 

Cotton  Winders 

— 

1 

Marine  Store  Merchant 

1 

— 

No  Occupation 

— 

... 

1 

10 


9 
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The  following  table  shews  the  age  periods  of  new  eases  and 
of  deaths  in  the  area  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Uea 

tlis. 

Pulmonary. 

.1 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmc 

Dnary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 



1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

'■ V 

4 

^ 

4 

5 

2 

^ 

1 

V ^ 

Age. 

Periods. 


0—  1 
1—  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25 — 35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65  and  upwards 


Totals 
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Table. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Cases  Notified  during  past  10  years. 


PULMOKAR’ 

Non-Pulmonaky. 

Year. 

M. 

F. 

M.  1 F.  ^ 

Total. 

1929 

6 

5 

4 2 

17 

1 930 

7 

7 

6 7 

27 

1931 

8 

5 

4 4 

21 

1932 

6 

4 

2 7 

19 

1933 

9 

13 

4 4 

30 

1934 

4 

6 

2 5 

17 

1935 

7 

7 

1 3 

18 

1936 

4 

8 

2 3 

17 

1937 

1 

7 

4 6 

18 

1938 

6 

4 

4 5 

19 

The  notification  of  the  disease  by  medical  practitioners  is 
very  satisfactory  carried  out,  and  no  case  of  wilful  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify  has  occurred. 
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The  ratio  of  non-notificd  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber- 
culosis deaths  was  1 out  of  3. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence 
of,  or  mortality  from,  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation. 

Eight  patients  were  sent  to  various  sanatoria  for  treatment, 
and  2 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  reported  by  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer  as  ha\dng  recovered  from  the  disease. 

A copy  of  each  notification  is  sent  to  the  County  Consultant 
Tuberculosis  Officer  and  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor. 

The  Health  Visitor  furnishes  a report  on  the  environmental 
conditions  of  the  cases  she  visits,  and,  if  necessary,  an 
investigation  is  made. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which  relates  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade  ; or  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1925  & 1936,  relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


18th  May,  1939. 


H.  J.  ROBINSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Burnley  Rural  District  Council 

SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 
for  the  Year  1938 


A year  of  considerable  activity  and  progress  was  predicted 
for  1938  in  the  previous  year’s  report.  Unfortunately,  heavy 
work  in  connection  with  Air  Raid  Precautions  and  the  Inter- 
national Crisis  of  September  greatly  impeded  progress.  Never- 
theless a lot  of  good  work  was  accomplished  and  among 
the  schemes  embarked  upon  the  following  may  be  mentioned  : — 

The  installation  of  automatic  pumping  machinery  at  Thursden 
Waterworks. 

The  completion  of  Hapton  Housing  Scheme  and  substantial 
progress  with  the  building  of  Council  houses  at  Briercliffe  and 
Sabden. 

The  making  up  of  Private  Streets  at  Reedley  Hallows,  Hapton 
and  Briercliffe. 

The  widening  of  two  further  lengths  of  Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger. 

Completion  of  the  Regional  Planning  Scheme  up  to  the  Draft 
Scheme  stage. 

Considerable  progress  with  the  sewering  of  Higham. 

Provision  of  W’ater  Supply  to  Valley  Gardens,  Hapton. 

The  widening  of  part  of  Rossendale  Avenue,  Habergham 
Eaves. 

Commencement  by  the  County  Council  of  considerable  works 
of  Road  Improvement  on  the  Padiham-Blackburn  Main  Road  at 
' Altham. 

Water  Supply. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  sources  of  supply  to  the 
townships  in  the  Rural  District 

Township.  Source  of  Supply. 

Alth.\,m  ...  ...  Supply  purchased  in  bulk  from  Padiham 

Urban  District  Council  for  the  Eastern 
])art  of  the  parish  and  distributed  by  the 
Rural  District  Council.  The  Western 
portion  is  supplied  direct  by  Accrington 
District  Gas  and  W’ater  Board. 
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Barley  

Blacko  

Briercliffe 

Cliviger  

Dunnockshaw 

Foulridge 

Goldshaw  Booth.... 
Habergham  Eaves. 

Hapton  

Higham  

Old  Laund  Booth 


Supply  purchased  in  bulk  from  Nelson 
Corporation  and  distributed  by  the  Rural 
District  Council.  Also  private  supplies. 

Supplied  direct  by  Nelson  Corporation. 
Buildings  above  the  post  office  have  a 
private  supply  owned  by  Mr.  R.  Trafford. 

Council’s  own  waterworks  at  Thursden 
(springs  in  the  millstone  grit),  Herd 
House  (borehole  into  lower  coal  measures), 
Sweet  Well  and  Twist  pastures  (lower 
coal  measures).  Water  from  Sweet  Well 
and  the  reservoirs  at  Twist  Pastures  is 
purchased  from  the  Burnley  Corporation. 

Council’s  own  borehole  at  Shedden  Clough 
and  reservoir  at  Mereclough.  Property  in 
the  Brunshaw  area  supplied  direct  by 
Burnley  Corporation. 

Part  supplied  by  the  Irwell  Valley  Water 
Board.  Part  from  private  works  owned 
by  Wm.  Landless  & Sons,  Ltd. 

Council’s  own  waterworks  at  White  Moor 
(springs  in  millstone  grit). 

Newchurch  village  supplied  from  Council’s 
own  waterworks.  .Also  private  supplies. 

Supplied  direct  by  Burnley  Corporation. 
Also  private  supplies. 

Council’s  own  waterworks  in  Cronker 
Plantation  fed  from  springs  in  lower  coal  • 
measures.  Property  in  Valley  Gardens 
supplied  direct  by  Burnley  Corporation. 

Water  purchased  in  bulk  from  Nelson 
Corporation  and  distributed  by  the  Rural 
District  Council. 

Do.  do. 

Supplied  by  Burnley  Corj^oration.  .Also 
private  supplies. 


Ightenhill 


Ri:  Ai) 


Reedley  Hallows 
Roughlee  Booth... 

Sabden  

SiMONSTONE  AND 

Northtown 

WORSTHORNE 


Council’s  own  waterworks  at  Robinson’s 
Wood  (springs  in  millstone  grit),  Cobcar 
Nook,  Hammond  Well,  and  Pollard  Well. 
Water  purchased  in  bulk  from  Padiham 
Urban  District  Council  for  a portion  of 
township  and  distributed  by  the  Rural 
District  Council. 

Supplied  direct  by  Nelson  Corporation. 

Part  by  Nelson  Corporation  direct.  Also 
private  supplies. 

Council’s  own  waterworks  (supply  from 
springs  in  the  millstone  grit)  at  Read  Well 
and  Clitheroe  Road. 

Supplied  direct  by  Padiham  Urban  District 
Council.  Also  private  supplies. 

Water  for  the  \dllage  supplied  free  in  bulk 
by  Burnlej^  Corporation  up  to  50,000 
gallons  per  day  and  distributed  by  the 
Rural  District  Council.  Pike  Hill  and 
Brunshaw  area  supplied  direct  by  Burnley 
Corporation. 
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Particulars  up  to  tlie  end  of  193S  of  the  waterworks  owned 
and  administered  by  the  Rural  District  Council  are  given  in  the 
following  table  : — 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL’S  WATER  WORKS. 


Township 

Pumping 

Stations 

Borehole 

Feeders 

(miles) 

Reservoirs 

Capacity 

(gallons) 

Mains 

(miles) 

[a]  Altham 

— 

— 

1 • 08 

Briercliffe  ... 

3 

12" 



274 ' deep) 

(Herd  House) 

--- 

— 

-- 

728,700 

4-15 

(Twist) 

— 

— 

— 

400,000 

2-()l 

(Thursden)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

80,000 

•92 

(6)  Barley 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

0-20 

Cliviger 

- - 

9" 

1 -30 

315,000 

2-80 

:212'deep) 

Foulridge 

— 

•OB 

350,000 

4-49 

Goldshaw 



. _ 

•25 

1 1,000 

• 13 

Booth 

1,000 

• 10 

1,000 

Hapton 

— 

— 

2-47 

1,650,000 

8-  11 

(c)  Higham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-96 

(d)  Old  Laund 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-78 

Booth 

(e)  Read 



•98 

3-49 

(Cobcar  Res.) 

— 

1 10,862 

(Houlkers 

Tank) 

— 

— 

-■ 

(g)  3,350 

(Pollard  Well) 

— 

— 

(g)  2,160 

(Hammond 

Well) 

— 

— 

— 

is)  1 

Sabden 

-- 



•04 

1,134,000 

3-12 

(Well  House) 

— 

— 

7,300 

(ClitheroeRd) 

— 

— 

— 

7,000 

1-62 

(/)  Worsthorne 

— 

— 

— 

— 

with 

Hurst  wood 

5-10  I 4,802,747  , 35-90 


(a)  Bulk  supply  purdiasc'd  Iroiii  I’adiliam  U.D.C.  in  part  of  parish. 
(^)  ,,  Nelson  Corporation. 

(r) 

(rf) 

(e)  ,,  ,,  I’adihain  ICD.C  in  part  of  jiarish. 

if)  Hulk  supply  free  from  Burnley  Corporation. 

(g)  Discontinued  as  public  supj)ly. 
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I^'ollowing  arc  particulars  of  }u'eiuises 
authorities  ; — 

uipplied  by  neig 

By  Burnley  Corporation  : — 

Parish. 

Number. 

Habergham  Eaves 

...  204 

Hapton... 

16 

Cliviger 

104 

Ightenhill 

54 

(a)\'Vorsthorne-with-Hurstwood. . 

575 

(^7)Briercliffe-with-E.\twistle 

31 

Reedley  Hallows 

4 

Total  ...  988 

(a)  Mostly  bulk  supply  distributed  by  Rural  District  Council. 

Accrington  District  Gas  and  Water  Board  supply  160  houses 
in  Altham  (Western  portion). 

Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  supply  25  houses  in  Dunnockshaw. 

Nelson  Corporation  supply  the  following  houses  in  the  Rural 
District  : — 


Blacko  ... 

120 

Reedley  Hallows 

203 

Roughlee 

28 

(rt)Barley  ... 

15 

(rt)Higham 

131 

(a)Old  Laund  Booth 

193 

(rt)Northtown 

5 

Total  ...  695 

(a)  Bulk  supplies  distributed  by  Rural  District  Council. 

The  following  houses  are  supplied  by  Padiham  Urban  District 
Council ; — 

(fl)(6)R'ead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Simonstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  205 

Northtown  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(«) Altham  (Eastern  portion)  ...  ...  49 


Total  ...  306 


(a)  Bulk  supply  distributed  by  Rural  District  Council. 

(b)  Including  houses  transferred  from  Pollard  Well  supply. 
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Tlic  sums  paid  l)y  the  Rural  District  Council  for  water  supplied 
in  hulk  by  ncitjlibourinf^'  authorities  during  the  past  year  were  : 

£ 


Burnley  Corporation  ... 

(Briercliffe) 

9 

Nelson  Corporation 

(Old  Laund  Booth) 

118 

do. 

(Higham) 

79 

do. 

(Barley) 

1 

Padiham  ITban  District 

Council  (Read) 

50 

do. 

(Altham — East)  ... 

123 

Total 

.€380 

The  charges  made  bv 

the  above  local  authorities 

are  as 

follows  ; — 


Burnley  Corporation  (Briercliffe) 
Nelson  Corporation  (Old  Laund  Booth) 
Nelson  Corporation  (Higham) 
Padiham  Urban  District  Council 
(Altham  East) 

Padiham  Urban  District  Council  (Read) 


3d.  per  1000  gallons. 


6d. 

7d. 


I ) 


1/- 

1/- 


The  Council’s  agreement  with  Nelson  Corporation  comes  to 
an  end  on  March  31st,  1939,  from  which  date  lOd.  per  1,000 
gallons  will  be  charged  instead  of  6d.  as  in  the  past  for  water 
supplied  to  Old  Laund  Booth. 

Statistics  shewing  with  regard  to  each  parish  the  number  of 
houses  (1)  On  Public  Main  Supplies  ; (2)  On  Privately  owned 
Piped  Supplies  ; and  (3)  Without  Piped  Supplies,  were  given  in 
the  1934  Report.  On  page  17  of  the  present  Report  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  gives  some  up-to-date  figures  relating  to  these 
matters. 

The  bulk  meters  on  the  trunk  mains  which  supply  Foulridge, 
Hapton,  Cliviger,  Briercliffe,  Worsthorne,  Wheatley  Lane, 
Higham,  Barley,  Read,  and  Altham  (East),  are  read  systemati- 
cally. The  numerous  ser\'ice  meters  at  farms,  mills,  schools, 
slaughterhouses,  etc.,  are  also  read  regularly  for  the  checking  of 
consumption  and  the  rendering  of  accounts  for  water  used. 

Bulk  meters  are  still  required  at  Sabden  (2)  and  Goldshaw 
Booth  (Newchurch  village),  as  well  as  at  Cliviger  borehole  and 
on  the  Thursden  (Briercliffe)  pumping  main. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  principal  supply  to  Sabden  will  be 
equipped  with  a meter  during  the  coming  year, 
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Such  meters,  togetlier  with  many  more  at  farms,  etc., 
(especially  where  milk  coolers  are  employed)  would  be  of  great 
value  in  controlling  consumption  and  stopping  undue  waste. 


The  prevention  of  avoidable  waste  receix  ed  constant  attention 
throughout  the  year  by  the  tracing  of  leaks  and  subsequent 
repairs  of  mains,  service  pipes,  etc. 


Many  consumers’  service  pipes  are  in  bad  condition,  and  the 
locating  of  the  numerous  leakages  and  bursts  which  inevitably 
occur  from  time  to  time  is  often  a difficult  and  intricate  matter. 
Not  only  is  the  loss  of  water  of  serious  concern  where  the  water 
is  purchased  in  bulk  but,  in  times  of  drought,  all  public  supplies 
require  to  be  carefully  conserved. 


After  making  allowance  for  trade  supplies,  farms,  etc.,  the 
domestic  consumptions  during  the  year  averaged  as  follows  : — 


Gallons  per  head  per  day. 


Altham  (East) 

Briercliffe  (Thursden  Supply) 

Briercliffe  (Twist  Supply)  ... 

Cliviger 

Foulridge 

Hapton 

Higham 

Old  Laund  Booth  ... 
Worsthorne  ... 

Read  (Cobcar  Nook) 

,,  (Haugh  Head) 


19- 6 
22-4 
15-0 
15-9 
21  -0 

20- 2 
15-2 

17- 0 
15-0 
12-8 

18- 1 


These  figures  include  water  u.sed  for  flushing  mains  and  water 
lost  through  leakages,  etc. 

Supplies  of  water  to  farms,  works,  garages,  etc.,  are  paid  for 
according  to  their  consumption  as  measured  by  meter. 


The  number  of  service  meters  thus  installed  up  to  December 
31st,  is  shewn  below  and  totals  111  : — 


Altham 

16 

Higham 

9 

Briercliffe 

26 

Old  Laund  Booth  ... 

5 

Cliviger 

7 

Read 

5 

Foulridge 

13 

Sabden 

4 

Hapton 

13 

Worsthorne 

3 

The  above  meters  are 

owned  by  the  Council  (a  meter 

rent 

being  charged  to  the  consumer)  with  the  e.xception  of  the  follow- 
ing which  are  prixately  owned  ; — Althanr  .a,  Briercliffe  12, 
Cliviger  1,  Foulridge  3,  Hapton  4,  Higham  1. 
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During  the  year  rcj)lacenient  meters  were  fixed  at  Cliviger  2, 
1^'oulridge  2,  Higham  2,  Old  Laund  Booth  1,  Sabden  1,  Wors- 
thorne  1,  Total  9.  Additional  meters  were  installed  at  : — 
Altham  1,  Briercliffe  3,  Fonlridge  1,  Hapton  2,  Old  Laund  Booth 
2,  Sabden  1,  Worsthorne  1,  Total  11.  A meter  for  a special 
check  was  put  in  at  Briercliffe. 


New  M.vins  laid  during  the  year  1938  : — 


yds. 

Briercliffe  : Bank  Road, 

Lane  Bottom 

7 

-J-in  lead 

pipes. 

(u)C'liviger  ; Red  Lees  Road 

48 

4-in.  cast  iron  pi])cs. 

(u)Habergham  Eaves  ; Herkomcr 

Avenue  ... 

50 

3-in. 

' > 1 > 

(rt)  ,,  Wilkie  St. 

33 

4-in. 

> > ) i 

(fl)Hapton  : Valley  Gardens 

516 

3-in. 

it  M 

,,  Simpson  Street 

90 

|-in.  lead 

pipes. 

Old  Laund  Booth  : Ivy  Terrace 

60 

f-in.  ,, 

j ) 

Read  : Straits  Lane 

30 

f-in-  ,, 

1 1 

Do.  (Branch) 

55 

-Hn.  ,, 

i i 

(a) Worsthorne  : Buttermere  Road 

8 

4-in.  cast 

iron  pipes. 

(a)  By  Burnley 

Corporation. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred  at  any  of  the  Council’s  water- 
works during  the  year. 

All  the  reservoirs  at  Briercliffe,  Cliviger,  Foulridge,  Newchurch, 
Hapton,  Read  and  Sabden  were  enrptied  and  cleaned  out. 

Several  Foulridge  houses  situated  at  high  levels  experience 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a sufficient  suppl3'  during  brief  periods  of 
maximum  draw-off  in  the  village.  This  is  inevitable  unless  an 
additional  high-level  reservoir  is  provided  abo\’e  The  Craggs. 
Little  inconvenience,  however,  need  be  suffered  if  a storage 
cistern  be  provided  in  the  houses  affected  and  care  taken  to 
maintain  full-way  service  pipes  as  the  water  in  this  township 
causes  .such  serious  incrustation  as  to  almost  choke  iron  service 
pipes  in  the  course  of  a few  j^ears. 

The  peculiar  weather  conditions  of  1938  caused  xer}-  rapid 
weed  growth  in  the  reservoir  at  Foulridge.  A second  and  third 
cleaning  out  became  essential  and  whilst  empty,  the  reservoir 
sides  and  floor  were  scoured  and  covered  witli  a wash  of  cement. 


At  Read  analyses  of  the  water  from  Hammond  Well  and 
Pollard  Well  shewed  unfavourable  results  and  it  was,  therefore, 
deemed  adx'isable  to  discontinue  the.se  supplies.  In  the  former 
case  the  supj)!}'  was  diverted  from  the  well  and  the  small  resorx  oir 
is  now  fed  from  Cobcar  Nook  reservoir  via  George  Lane  main.  In 
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the  latter,  the  main  was  cut  nff  from  the  well  and  ennneeted  to 
the  Council’s  main  from  Padiham.  At  Straits  Lane  a short 
length  of  main  and  a small  branch  main  were  laid. 

As  forecasted  in  last  year’s  report  Burnley  Cor])oration  laid 
a d-in.  ntain  through  Valley  Ciardens  at  Hapton  and  15  of  the  22 
dwellings  are  now  connected  up,  as  well  as  the  Anglo-American 
Oil  Co’s  depot  on  Burnley  Road.  The  remaining  dwellings 
continue  to  draw  their  water  from  the  common  well.  In  Simpson 
Street  a length  of  old  lead  main  was  renewed. 

In  connection  with  the  feed  to  Cronker  reservoir  the  wooden 
clows  at  the  \-arious  water  intakes  have  been  renewed,  steps 
taken  to  pre\'ent  erosion  of  streams  and  to  guard  pipes  crossing 
them.  Where  erosion  has  taken  place  hundreds  of  stakes  from 
the  Council’s  plantation  have  been  prepared  and  driven  into  the 
stream  bed  with  the  object  of  entrapping  stones,  gravel  and  .silt, 
and  checking  erosive  action  in  times  of  flood. 

The  waste-water  course  has  been  cleaned  out  and  growing 
weeds  remo\’ed  from  the  paved  bed.  The  several  catchpits  ha\'e 
been  emptied  and  cleared  of  silt.  Other  maintenance  work 
done  included  the  painting  of  the  railings  round  the  reservoir. 

New  mains  were  laid  at  Worsthorne,  Habergham  Eaves,  and 
Old  Laund  Booth. 

.\s  previously  reported,  the  flow  from  the  borehole  at  Cliviger 
has  fallen  far  below  its  original  yield,  and  as  water  leaks  from 
the  storage  reservoir  at  Mereclough  it  is  becoming  increasingly 
important  that  the  supply  to  the  \illage  should  be  augmented 
from  other  sources. 

Burnley  Corporation  have  e.xtended  their  4-in.  water  main 
along  Red  Lees  Road. 

The  water  main  in  Padiham  Road,  Sabden  is  only  1 4--in. 
diameter  and  as  it  is  fed  from  a 3-in.  main  which  is  obstructed 
by  incrustation  a new  main  will  be  necessary  if  the  houses  at 
present  under  construction  for  the  Council  are  to  obtain  a satisfac- 
tory supply  of  water. 

The  most  important  work  in  Briercliffe  parish  was  the 
electrification  of  the  waterworks  at  Thursden.  The  new 
machinery  was  brought  into  operation  in  April  at  a total  cost  of 
.1^250  including  the  wiring  and  lighting  of  the  engine  house. 

Throughout  the  rest  of  the  year  the  pump,  motor,  automatic 
gear,  etc.,  functhmed  perfectly  with  a minimum  amount  of 
attention. 
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As  there  is  a stand-by  pumping  ])lant  at  Herd  House  water- 
works, the  Council  are  now  in  a position  to  dispose  of  the  gas 
producer,  engine  and  pump  at  Thursden,  wliich  have  been  super- 
seded by  the  new  electrical  plant. 

Maintenance  work  at  Thursden  included  the  j^ainting  of  the 
buildings  and  boundary  railings. 

At  Herd  House  waterworks  a new  floating  arnr  has  been 
fixed  in  the  reservoir  and  the  buildings  and  railings  have  been 
painted.  The  work  of  replacing  the  displaced  and  damaged 
coping  of  reservoir  was  postponed  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  yield  of  the  spring  at  Thursden  again  proved  quite 
adequate  for  supplying  the  township.  Pumping  from  the 
borehole  at  Herd  House  was  only  resorted  to  occasionally  for 
convenience  and  to  maintain  the  plant  in  order.  Very  little 
water  was  required  from  Twist  reservoirs  except  when  local  cotton 
mills  requested  a supply  from  the  Council  to  replenish  their 
lodges 

For  the  past  14  years  it  has  proved  unnecessary  to  take  water 
from  Sweet  Well,  although  the  machinery  has  been  kept  in  order 
in  the  event  of  emergency.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  this 
pumping  station  might  safely  be  abandoned. 

For  several  years  a new  bungalow  at  Thursden  has  been 
without  a supply  of  water.  During  the  past  year  a neighbouring 
owner  installed  a private  supply  system  and  extended  it  to  the 
house  in  question. 

Sewerage. 

Commencement  of  the  work  of  sewering  the  township  of 
Higham  w^as  delayed  by  the  Council’s  fruitless  attempts  to 
persuade  landowners  likely  to  benefit  by  the  scheme  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost. 

Eventually  tenders  were  in\-ited  and  Mr.  James  Kenny  of 
Audenshaw  secured  the  contract  for  laying  the  main  sewers. 
The  Cmmcil  decided  to  keep  in  their  own  hands  the  work  of 
connecting  up  the  various  proj^erties. 

The  Contractor  started  work  in  June,  but  bad  weather  impeded 
progress  considerably  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  about  half  the 
works  remained  uncompleted. 

Padiham  Urban  District  Council  extended  their  sewer  from 
Slade  Lane  along  Barrowford  Road  to  the  boundary  of  Higham 
parish,  towards  the  cost  of  which  the  Rural  District  Council  will 
contribute. 

At  Hapton  the  sewer  in  Back  W'ood  Street,  which  had  been 
a source  of  trouble  for  many  years,  was  taken  u[)  and  relaid  with 
an  adccpiate  gradient  and  the  houses  properly  connected  thereto. 
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Now  that  a water  main  luis  been  laid  in  Valley  (/ardens  the 
sewering  of  this  area  will  inevitably  beconre  more  pressing. 

Building  de\clopmcnts  in  the  Brunshaw  area  of  Cliviger 
parish  necessitated  the  construction  of  sewers  in  Red  Lees 
Avenue  and  Red  Lees  Road  by  the  builders. 

Similar  development  in  the  Glen  View  area  of  Habergham 
Eaves  required  the  laying  by  builders  of  a short  length  of  sewer 
in  Wilkie  Street. 

The  Council’s  housing  schemes  at  Briercliffe  and  Sabden 
necessitated  the  provision  of  50  yards  and  60  yards  respectively 
of  main  drain. 

The  property  abutting  upon  Park  Lane,  Ightenhill  continues 
to  drain  to  septic  tanks  and  the  provision  of  a proper  sewer  to 
enable  the  houses  to  be  drained  to  Burnley  sewers  is  overdue. 

Sewerage  schemes  are  needed  at  Cliviger,  Dunnockshaw, 
Briercliffe  (Lane  Bottom  area),  Goldshaw  Booth  (Newchurch). 
Simonstone  (Clough  area).  Barley,  Roughlee,  Reedley  Hallows 
(Ainsdale  Avenue),  and  Ightenhill. 

New  Sewers  laid  during  1938  : — 

Higham  ; Outfall  Sewer  No.  1 

,,  Outfall  Sewer  No.  2 

,,  Outfall  Sewer  No.  3 

,,  Outfall  Sewer  No.  4 

Cliviger  ; Red  Lees  Road 

,,  Red  Lees  Avenue  ... 

Briercliffe  ; Housing  Site 
Sabden  : Housing  Site 
Habergham  Eaves — ^^’ilkie  Street  I 
,,  ,,  — Herkomer  Av.' 

Hapton  : Back  Wood  Street  ... 

(Reconstruction) 

The  above  figures  bring  the  total  mileage  of  sewers  in  the 
Rural  District  up  to  24-63  and  there  are  about  673  manholes. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

With  the  e.vception  of  the  completion  of  the  new  works  at 
Worsthorne,  only  the  ordinary  maintenance  work  was  done  on 
the  Council’s  outfall  works  during  the  year. 

At  Worsthorne  the  storm-water  overflow  and  measuring 
chamber  were  conrpletcd  and  a Lea  recording  instrument  installed. 
A special  syphon  to  facilitate  emptying  and  cleaning  of  the  new 
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humus  tank  was  constructed.  As  soon  as  electricity  became 
available  the  re(|uisite  cable  was  carried  to  the  engine  house  and 
the  pump  and  motor  brought  into  use,  the  building  being  at  the 
same  time  electrically  lighted. 

Other  work  done  at  this  outfall  included  the  provision  of  new 
arms  to  the  two  old  distributors  and  the  protection  against  frost 
of  pipes  which  cross  the  river. 

The  new  measuring  instrument  soon  showed  that  considerable 
quantities  of  surface  water  are  reaching  these  works,  indicating 
that  an  investigation  is  called  for  to  enable  a remedy  to  be  found. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  only  three  of  the  six  sludge  beds 
included  in  the  improvement  scheme  were  constructed,  but 
experience  is  showing  that  more  beds  will  soon  become  essential. 

The  purification  works  at  Worsthorne  now  comprise  : — 
Screening  chamber,  gauging  chamber,  meter  kiosk,  storm  water 
overflow,  2 septic  tanks,  3 storm  water  tanks,  3 dosing  chambers, 
3 filter  beds,  2 humus  tanks,  water  and  sludge  sumps,  pump  well 
containing  “ Wallwin  ” pump,  engine  house  with  6 h.p.  electric 
motor,  3 sludge-drying  beds,  with  all  appurtenant  gravitating 
and  pumping  mains,  effluent  drains,  chambers,  valves,  etc., 
caretaker’s  cabin  and  stores. 

At  the  Sabden  outfall  works  the  sewage  from  the  township 
is  dealt  with  in  detritus  catchpits  and  continuous  settling  tanks, 
followed  by  treatment  on  percolating  filters.  The  effluent  is 
afterwards  passed  over  prepared  land  whence  it  flows  to  Sabden 
Brook.  Storm  water  is  diverted  to  special  beds  provided  for 
the  purpose  ; detritus  and  sludge  gravitate  to  a sludge  well, 
the  contents  of  which  have  to  be  lifted  b}'  a horse-operated 
pump  to  drying  lagoons.  Without  much  expenditure  this 
old-fashioned  method  of  dealing  with  the  sludge  could  be 
cheapened  and  improved. 

A somewhat  large  quantity  of  surface  water  finds  its  way  to 
these  works  and  it  is  intended  to  make  an  investigation  with  a 
view  to  effecting  a reduction  to  obviate  flooding  and  limiting  the 
quantity  to  be  treated. 

During  the  year  certain  negotiations  took  place  in  connection 
with  a proposal  to  re-open  the  Sabden  and  Stubbins  Print  Works 
(which  have  been  out  of  use  for  several  years)  by  a firm  engaged 
in  bleaching.  The  quantities  of  wash-waters  which  the  Council 
were  asked  to  take  into  their  sewers  and  treat  free  of  charge  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Rivers  Board  were  very  large  having 
regard  to  the  size  of  the  Council’s  purification  works,  and  no 
decision  had  been  arrived  at  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Very 
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considerable  extensions  of  the  ('onncil’s  outfall  works  are  likely 
to  become  necessary  if  the  jiroposal  is  carried  out.  Byelaws 
under  the  new  Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises)  Act, 
1937,  were  considered  in  view  of  the  abo\'e  proposal. 

The  sewage  from  the  township  of  Foulridge  is  conv^eyed  to 
the  purification  works  at  Danber’s  Bridge  near  the  Leeds  and 
Liverpool  Canal  where  it  is  treated  in  septic  tanks  and  passed 
through  continuous  filter  beds,  the  effluent  being  dealt  with 
in  humus  tanks  before  entering  the  outfall  dyke.  Storm  water 
is  dealt  with  in  special  tanks  and  an  irrigation  area  is  provided. 

Improvements  are  required  to  enable  the  sludge  and  storm 
water  to  be  dealt  with  in  a proper  manner.  Moreover,  in  times 
of  heavy  rain  the  dyke  into  which  the  effluent  discharges  becomes 
gorged  causing  considerable  back-ponnding  and  impeding  the 
flow  from  the  works. 

The  provision  of  an  efficient  storm  water  overflow  on  the  land 
acquired  last  year  would  linht  the  flow  to  these  works  and  facilitate 
the  treatment  processes. 

Altham.  The  sewage  of  the  parish  gravitates  to  four  separate 
outfalls. 

Property  on  the  Altham  Estate  at  the  Eastern  end  of  the 
parish  is  dealt  with  in  Burnley  Corporation’s  sewers  free  of 
charge,  except  in  the  case  of  the  new  Pithead  Baths  for  which 
the  Council  pay  the  Corporation  £7  10s.  Od.  per  annum. 

Nine  houses  at  Oak  Bank  drain  to  Huncoat  sewage  works  for 
which  payment  is  made  to  Accrington  Corporation. 

The  bulk  of  the  population  live  at  the  western  end  of  the 
parish,  the  sewage  flowing  to  Church  Urban  District  and  thence 
to  the  Accrington  and  Church  Joint  Outfall  Sewerage  Board’s 
Works. 

The  property  at  Hawthorn  Bank  is  sewered  to  a small  pur- 
ification works  belonging  to  the  Council.  It  consists  of  a tank, 
an  upward-flow  filter  bed,  and  an  outfall  drain  to  the  canal. 
These  works  require  complete  remodelling  which  it  is  anticipated 
will  be  done  during  the  coming  year. 

Accrington  and  Church  Joint  Outfall  Sewerage  Board  are 
paid  on  the  basis  of  3 per  cent,  of  the  rateable  value  for  dealing 
with  sewage  from  the  Whinney  Hill  portion  of  Altham.  The 
total  amount  so  paid  last  year  was  £11 4 10s.  As  this  area  contains 
large  brickworks  and  a colliery,  the  rateable  value  is  very  high 
but  the  works  do  not  contribute  much  to  the  sewage  flow. 
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Accrington  Corporation’s  charge  for  treating  the  sewage 
from  the  houses  at  Oak  Rank,  Altham,  at  Huncoat  Sewage 
Works  was  £3  7s.  Od.,  being  3 per  cent,  of  tlie  net  annual  value 
of  the  property. 

The  only  other  payment  made  by  the  Council  in  this  con- 
nection was  .£84  to  Church  Urban  District  Council  for  a sewer 
into  which  the  sewage  flows  from  the  Whinney  Hill  area  of  Altham. 
This  sewer  which  was  laid  26  years  ago  had  to  be  made  of  extra 
capacity  in  order  to  deal  with  this  additional  sewage. 

Ightenhill.  A septic  tank  and  filter  is  the  joint  responsibility 
of  the  owners  of  the  17  houses  in  the  Park  Lane  area  which 
drain  to  this  unsatisfactory  outfall.  A further  15  houses  in  the 
area  drain  to  individual  septic  tanks  pending  the  provision  of  a 
sewer. 

Hapton.  The  sewage  from  the  village  flows  down  to  Stone 
Moor,  the  outfall  sewer  thence  near  the  River  Calder  to  Padiham 
Road,  Northtown,  where  it  is  connected  to  Burnley  Corporation’s 
sewer. 

The  Valley  Gardens  area  of  Hapton  contains  22  houses  most 
of  which  have  cesspools  or  filters.  Unfortunately  there  is  no 
sewer  within  a reasonable  distance  to  which  they  might  drain. 

Blacko.  The  sewage  from  the  township,  after  passing 
through  a measuring  chamber  is  discharged  into  a sewer  belonging 
to  Barrowford  Urban  District  Council. 

A storm  water  overflow  is  provided  in  the  outfall  sewer  to 
limit  the  quantity  passing  to  Barrowford  to  six  times  the  dry 
weather  flow.  In  times  of  heavy  rain  the  excess  over  that 
amount  is  permitted  to  discharge  into  Pendle  Water  without 
treatment. 

The  “ Lea  ” recorder,  which  gauges  the  flow  from  Blacko, 
records  on  charts  the  flow  from  hour  to  hour  and  automatically 
computes  the  total  flow  for  each  week.  During  the  year  ended 
March  31st,  1939,  the  total  flow  amounted  to  6,542,870  gallons. 

Payment  to  Barrowford  Urban  District  Council  is  made  at 
the  rate  of  £10  5s.  per  million  gallons  ; the  sum  paid  for  the 
year  1938-39  being  £67. 

Old  Laund  Booth.  The  sewage  is  conveyed  to  the  outfall 
works  of  the  Barrowford  Lh'ban  District  Council  to  which 
authority  .£70  was  paid  in  respect  of  6,869,290  gallons  treated  for 
the  year  ended  Marcli  31st,  1939  (this  includes  the  flow  from 
Pollard  Row,  Barrowford).  The  method  of  dealing  with  storm 
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water,  the  .ejauginp  of  tlie  flow  and  the  basis  of  payment  are 
siniilar  to  those  of  Blacko. 

For  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  the  8 houses  at  Pollard  Row, 
the  Barrowford  Urban  District  Council  pay  at  the  rate  of  12s.  fid. 
per  house  per  annum.  The  sum  recei\’ed  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  last  year  amounted  to  .-65. 

The  following  townships  nr  parts  thereof  drain  into  sewers 
belonging  to  the  Burnley  ('orporation.  For  the  past  few  years 
pavnnent  for  dealing  with  this  sewage  has  been  made  by  the 
Council  at  the  rate  of  Ifis.  fid.  per  house  per  annum. 


Houses. 

£ 

Briercliffe 

fi91 

570 

Habergham  Eaves  ... 

189 

15fi 

Flapton 

4fi7 

385 

Ightenhill 

fi 

5 

Read  ... 

247 

204 

Reedley  Hallows 

lfi5 

136 

Simonstone  ... 

137 

113 

Altham  (Pithead  Baths  onlv) 

— 

£7  10s. 

The  total  sum  paid  to  adjoining  Authorities  for  taking  sewage 
from  the  Council’s  district  during  the  year  ended  March  31st, 
1939,  amounted  to  .€1,912. 

At  the  Clough,  Simonstone,  10  houses  drain  to  a septic  tank 
and  filter  which  should  be  replaced  by  a sewer. 

The  following  places  have  no  sewerage  system  or  outfall 
works  : Cliviger,  Barley,  Dunnockshaw,  Newchurch  (Goldshaw 
Booth),  Roughlee,  Simonstone  (Blackburn  Road  area).  Lane 
Bottom  (Briercliffe)  and  Higham. 

In  those  parts  of  the  Rural  District  where  there  are  no 
sewers  available  house  drainage  must  perforce  flow  to  cesspools 
or  to  specially  constructed  septic  tanks  and  filters.  The  latter, 
although  a great  improvement  on  primitive  soakaways,  cesspits, 
etc.,  require  regular  attention  if  they  are  to  be  maintained  in 
proper  working  order.  The  number  of  such  cesspools  and  tanks 
is  now  considerable  and  regular  inspection  and  cleansing  is 
essential  if  nuisance  is  to  be  avoided  and  pollution  of  water- 
courses prevented. 

The  Council’s  several  works  arc  visited  frequently  by  an 
Inspector  from  the  Ribble  Joint  Committee,  (Chief  Inspector, 
Mr.  E.  Halliwell).  Samples  I'f  the  effluents  are  taken  from  lime 
to  time  and  the  attention  of  the  Council  is  called  to  cases  of 
inadequate  treatment. 
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After  (he  Ist  April,  1939,  the  Ribble  Joint  Conunittce  will, 
along  with  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee,  be  absorbed 
into  the  new  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  which  will  deal  with  the 
whole  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Lancaster  (G.  D.  Elsdon, 
D.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  will  be  the  Chief  Inspector). 

Building. 

The  number  of  plans  submitted  to  the  Council  last  year  under 
the  byelaws  was  98  of  which  89  were  passed  and  9 rejected. 

All  plans  submitted  by  persons  intending  to  lay  out  a new 
street  or  erect  a building  must  comply  with  the  Town  Planning 
Scheme  as  well  as  with  the  Council’s  byelaws  before  approval 
is  given  under  the  latter  and  consent  to  develop  is  given  under 
the  former. 

All  plans  are  scrutinised  not  only  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor 
but  also  by  the  Town  Planning  Officer,  Mr.  P.  L.  Hughes,  before 
they  are  considered  by  the  Council.  The  Council  have  wider  and 
more  varied  powers  under  the  Town  Planning  Scheme  than  they 
possess  under  their  byelaws  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  Mr. 
Hughes  and  his  staff  continues  to  prove  of  great  value.  Several 
desirable  road  widenings  have  been  obtained  without  cost  to  the 
Council  in  this  manner  ; the  erection  of  unsightly  buildings  has 
been  obviated,  and  improvements  in  layouts  obtained. 

The  large  amount  of  work  necessitated  in  connection  with 
all  deposited  plans  was  summari.sed  in  the  1933  Report.  Since 
the  restriction  of  Ribbon  Development  Act,  1935,  came  into 
operation  an  additional  application  must  be  made  by  anyone 
proposing  to  build  alongside  a Classified  road  and  a special 
plan  deposited  which  is  forwarded  to  the  County  Council  so  that 
their  approval  may  be  obtained  before  building  is  permitted  or 
any  entrance  made  on  to  the  road. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  built  during  the  year  was  72, 
most  of  them  in  Worsthorne  (38),  Cli\iger  (18),  and  Haptou  (9). 
Buildings  other  than  houses  and  bnngalow^s  erected  included  a 
Camp  School  at  Barley  for  Nelson  Corporation,  and  a Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  an  Electricity  Sub-Station  at  Sabden, 
together  with  a number  of  garages,  outbuildings,  alterations  to 
buildings,  etc. 

h'or  comparison  the  following  table  shewing  the  number  of 
dwellings  erected  during  each  of  the  last  lifteen  years  will  be  ol 
interest  : — 
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1924 

...  46 

1929 

...  86 

1934 

...  153 

1925 

...  58 

1930 

...  45 

1935 

...  87 

1926 

...  61 

1931 

55 

1936 

...  89 

1927 

...  65 

1932 

...  63 

1937 

...  65 

1928 

...  36 

1933 

...  147 

1938 

...  72 

The  scheme  for  building  601  houses  (of  which  plans  for  220 
were  actually  approved)  by  private  enterprise  in  the  Brunshaw 
area  of  Worsthorne  and  Cli\iger  came  to  a stop  in  April,  after 
only  38  had  been  erected,  and  so  far  has  not  been  resumed. 

Plans  submitted  within  recent  years  for  small  houses  and 
bungalows  have  shewn  a decided  improvement  in  design,  and 
the  crowding  together  of  houses  in  blocks  of  more  than  four  is 
prohibited  under  the  Town  Planning  Scheme.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  still  much  room  for  improvement,  especially  where  a 
qualified  architect  is  not  employed.  Frequently  plans  contain 
faults  of  design  which  could  easily  be  corrected,  and  indicate  a 
total  disregard  of  the  aspect  of  the  site,  its  situation  and  its 
contour — resulting  in  cold,  sunless,  northerly  rooms,  unlighted 
larders  (often  facing  south),  coalplaces  unsuitable  or  not  approach- 
ed under  cover,  W.C.  placed  in  bathroom,  unlighted  staircases 
and  long  corridors,  a bedroom  below  the  area  recognised  by  the 
Housing  Act,  stairs  containing  dangerous  winders — often  near 
the  top  (difficult  for  passing  furniture  or  a coffin),  bathroom 
facing  north,  and  so  on.  Some  regard  too,  should  be  had  to  a 
housewife’s  desire  to  be  able  to  see  “ the  passing  show  ” from 
the  working  rooms. 

Elevations  frequently  ignore  the  design  of  adjacent  buildings 
so  that  when  the  house  is  built  it  conflicts  with  neighbouring 
property.  Simplicity  of  design,  the  use  of  similar  materials 
uniformly  back  and  front,  the  avoidance  of  pretentious  sham 
ornament,  fancy  railings  or  ugly  garden  walls,  and  badly  propor- 
tioned bay  windows,  together  with  due  consideration  (in  a rural 
area)  for  harmonising  with  its  surroundings,  is  what  every 
builder  should  aim  at. 

The  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  gives  some  power  in 
controlling  elevations  and  the  Town  Planning  Officer  is  always 
ready  to  advise  intending  builders  in  the  preparation  of  plans. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  building  societies  and  banks  might 
with  advantage  make  their  influence  felt  in  the  control  of  design. 

For  the  reasons  e.xplained  in  last  year’s  report,  the  drafting 
of  fresh  Byelaws  with  respect  to  New  Buildings  was  entrusted 
to  the  Surveyors’  Sub-Comniittee  of  the  Town  Plai^ning  Committee 
with  the  object  of  obtaining  a uniform  code  to  operate  within 
the  areas  of  every  local  authority  embraced  in  the  Region. 
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The  task  proved  difficult  and  prolonged  and  it  was  not  until 
July  that  the  code  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  negotiations  were  still  proceeding  with  the  Ministry  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 


Housing. 

Although  the  contractors  commenced  the  building  of  eight 
houses  at  Hapton  in  September,  1937,  it  was  not  until  the  following 
July  that  the  houses  were  completed  ready  for  occupation. 

The  street  and  sewer  work  in  connection  with  this  scheme 
was  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  men. 

The  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the  leasing  of  a site 
on  the  Tatton  Estate  at  Briercliffe  for  the  erection  of  four  houses  . 
could  not  be  secured  until  February.  Subsequently  plans  and  ' 
specifications  were  prepared  for  the  houses  and  after  the  Ministry’s 
approval  had  been  obtained  tenders  were  invited.  Messrs. 

J.  W.  Clark  & Sons  of  Great  Harwood  were  the  successful  con- 
tractors. They  commenced  operations  in  September,  but 
owing  to  unfavourable  weather  progress  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
was  unsatisfactory. 

At  Sabden  the  site  chosen  originally  on  Clitheroe  Road  was 
abandoned  on  account  of  water  supply  difficulties.  A site  was 
then  suggested  on  Padiham  Road  but  could  not  be  purchased  on 
reasonable  terms.  Eventually  another  site  on  Padiham  Road 
was  selected,  and  after  the  District  Valuer’s  report  had  received 
the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  site  was  leased  from 
the  Huntroyde  Estate.  Plans  for  ten  houses  to  abate  over- 
crowding and  to  provide  for  persons  dispossessed  from  the  Clear- 
ance Area  in  Wesley  Street  were  prepared  without  delay,  and  in 
due  course  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Tenders  were  invited  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Myers,  of  Rishton,  who 
secured  the  contract  commenced  building  at  the  end  of  October. 

Bad  weather  and  the  encountering  of  a considerable  volume  of 
subsoil  water  impeded  progress  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
work  was  a long  way  off  completion. 

During  the  coming  year  it  is  hoped  to  build  houses  in  Roughlee, 
Read,  Higham,  Old  Laund  Booth,  M'orsthorne,  Cli\-iger,  etc., 
also  to  deal  with  further  Slum  Clearance  Areas. 

In  designing  Council  houses  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
they  are  intended  only  to  house  persons  dispossessed  from  slum 
property  or  from  houses  overcrowded  or  for  habitation,  and  that 
the  Ministry  of  Health  will  sanction  only  houses  or  the  “ arti2an’s 
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dwelling  ” aiul  not  of  the  “ villa  ” typo,  which  latter  could  not  be 
built  to  let  at  an  economic  rent.  IMoroover,  a limit  is  set  as  to 
their  size  and  cost. 

Nevertheless,  by  carebd  design  and  planning  a great  deal  can 
be  done  to  secure  as  many  amenities  as  possible  and  to  prox  ide 
an  elevation  of  good  appearance  and  proportions  even  if  there  is 
no  opportunity  for  ornament. 

Endeavour  is  made  to  avoid  the  sliortcomings  of  the  prevailing 
type  of  small  house  (usually  built  in  rows)  with  its  narrow  frontage, 
passages,  back  additions  (which  prevent  privacy  and  keep  out 
light  and  s\mshine),  small  backyard,  external  coalhouse  and 
W.C.,  narrow  front  forecourt  (if  any  at  all),  imlighted  staircases 
with  “ winders,”  old-fashioned  and  ugly  ranges  and  fireplaces, 
shortage  of  cupboards,  unpleasant  back  streets  (costly  to  pave, 
cleanse  and  light),  steps  and  cellars  (often  damp),  inadequate 
foodstore,  lack  of  circulating  hot  water  and  absence  of  a 
bathroom. 

Each  new  house  which  the  Council  erects  is  designed  according 
to  its  site  and  aspect  so  as  to  ensure  the  maximum  of  sunshine 
in  the  living  and  working  rooms  e\'en  though  the  house  must 
face  north.  The  living  room  is  large,  well  lighted,  and  provided 
with  a neat  type  of  modern  grate  with  back  boiler  and  means  of 
cooking.  The  red-tiled  scullery  has  a deep  white-glazed  sink 
with  tiled  surround,  chromium  plated  taps,  gas  heated  copper 
and  connection  for  gas  and/or  electric  cooker.  A large  china 
cupboard,  wardrobe  cupboard  and  heated  airing-cupboard  are 
provided.  The  larder  is  lighted  and  ventilated.  There  are  no 
passages  or  waste  space  and  the  landing  and  straight  staircases 
are  well  lighted.  Ample  garden  space  in  front  allows  of  the 
house  being  set  well  back  from  the  road  and  its  traffic  and  a good 
garden  is  provided  at  the  rear.  The  house  is  under  one  roof, 
without  any  back  e.xtension  and  both  coalplace  and  W.C.  are  under 
cover.  The  modern  bathroom  is  cpiite  separate  and  has  direct 
access  to  the  stairs  without  traversing  another  room.  There  are 
three  bedrooms — large,  medium  and  small.  Both  gas  and 
electricity  are  laid  on,  power  plugs  are  provided,  and  the  house  is 
electrically  lighted — with  a two-way  switch  to  the  staiicase. 
Instead  of  being  crowded  together  at  a density  of  30  or  40  to 
the  acre  the  houses  are  built  semi-detached  and  not  more  than  10 
to  the  acre. 

Although  these  modern  conveniences  are  not  always 
appreciated  at  first  by  tenants,  any  thought  of  a return  to  their 
old  surroundings  eventually  becomes  abhorrent  to  them. 
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Town  and  Regional  Planning. 

North  East  Lancashire  Town  Planning  Committee  ; 

Region  No.  2. 

[Rural  iJihlricts  of  Burnley  and  Skipton  ; Urban  Districts  of  Padiham, 
Barrowford,  Trawden,  Barnoldswick,  Earby  and  Brierfield  ; Boroughs  of 
Colne  and  Nelson  ; County  Borough  of  Burnley.] 

The  following  summary  of  the  work  clone  by  the  Committee 
during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1939  has  been  furnished  by 
the  Regional  Planning  Officer,  Mr.  P.  L.  Hughes  to  whom  the 
writer  is  indebted. 

The  year  ended  March,  1939,  saw  the  completion  and  adoption 
of  the  Draft  Planning  Scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  Region — a 
formidable  task  conrpleted  in  the  comparatively  short  time  of  six- 
years  when  one  considers  the  vast  extent  of  the  Region  and  its 
large  built-up  areas.  Changing  legislation  during  this  period 
coupled  with  many  changes  of  the  personnel  of  the  Committee’s 
staff  have  tended  to  impede  progress. 

The  varied  character  of  the  Region  including  as  it  does  highly 
industrial  centres  and  purely  rural  areas  as  well  as  delightful 
moorland  country  has  presented  many  problems  for  solution. 
The  Scheme  as  adopted  provides  a plan  for  the  proper  develop- 
ment of  the  Region,  conserving  where  necessary  all  that  is  good 
and  discouraging  the  evils  of  the  past.  Many  years  must  pass 
before  the  full  fruits  of  this  work  will  be  seen  ; gradually, 
however,  the  benefits  will  be  realised  and  already  they  are  in 
some  degree  visible  to  those  who  examine  carefully  present  day 
development. 

The  Statutory  Resolution  adopting  the  Draft  Scheme  was 
passed  by  the  Regional  Committee  on  the  22nd  of  November, 
1938.  Notices  were  duly  published  in  the  local  press  and  2000 
personal  notices  were  served  on  registered  persons  and  associa- 
tions. For  the  convenience  of  the  public  the  Draft  Scheme  and 
the  Map  accompanying  it  were  deposited  at  the  offices  of  the 
Constituent  Authorities  and  opened  for  inspection  there.  Over 
a thousand  persons  took  advantage  of  this  public  inspection  and 
much  local  interest  was  evinced  in  the  work  of  the  Committee. 

As  a result  of  the  inspection  750  objections  were  lodged 
against  the  Scheme,  80  per  cent,  of  which  have  proved  to  be 
simply  formal  objections  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  withdrawn 
in  the  very  near  future. 

Negotiations  with  objectors  are  proceeding  smoothly  and  it 
is  hoped  very  few  will  go  forward  to  the  Objections  Committee 
set  up  in  accordance  with  the  Procedure  Regulations, 
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Since  the  of  the  Draft  Scheme  jircjraratory  work 

has  freen  proceedinij;  in  connection  with  the  submission  of  the. 
Final  Scheme,  and  surveys  have  been  made  wliich  will  resnlf  in 
the  complete  revision  of  the  ordnance  survey  sheets  necessary  for 
the  Final  Scheme  Map. 

Much  time  and  thought  have  been  gi\en  during  the  past 
twelve  months  to  Interim  Development.  Applications  to  the 
Constituent  Authorities  for  permission  to  develop  numbered  740, 
of  which  301  were  granted  nnconditionall}^  and  36t  subject  to 
conditions,  whilst  78  were  refused  permission  to  proceed. 

Two  apjieals  one  of  which  related  to  proposed  development 
on  Noggarth  Road,  Ronghlce,  in  Burnley  Rural  District  were 
lodged  during  the  year  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  against  decisions 
nncler  the  General  Interim  Development  Order,  and  in  each  case 
the  Minister  was  able  to  support  fully  the  views  of  the  local 
authorities  concerned  and  dismiss  the  appeal.  The  Committee 
rendered  every  assistance  within  their  power  in  these  cases, 
the  Town  Planning  Officer  and  the  Planning  Consultant  giving 
evidence  as  well  as  the  Council’s  Surveyor.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  in  the  case  affecting  Burnley  Rural  District  Council 
the  Minister  stressed  the  injury  to  amenity  that  might  have 
ensued  if  the  local  authority  had  not  taken  a firm  stand  in  the 
matter. 

Reports,  60  in  number,  on  applications  under  the  Restriction 
of  Ribbon  Development  Act  were  made  to  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  ; 27  were  consented  to  unconditionally,  28  conditionally 
and  5 were  refused  consent. 

Informally  the  Surveyors  Sub-Committee  worked  very  hard 
in  the  compilation  of  New  Building  Byelaws,  which  will  come  into 
force  during  the  coming  year.  Whilst  the  value  of  this  work  cannot 
at  present  be  estimated,  time  will  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
of  obtaining  a uniform  code  of  Building  Byelaws  throughout  the 
Region.  This  will  be  the  first  time  that  uniformity  of  action 
has  been  possible  in  connection  with  Building  Byelaws, 

It  is  anticipated  that  similar  action  in  formulating  Byelaws 
with  respect  to  the  construction  and  laying  out  of  New  Streets 
will  prove  equally  successful. 

An  infornaal  inspection  of  the  Region  was  carried  out  during 
the  summer  by  an  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  order  to 
see  at  first  hand  the  effects  of  Planning  Control  on  present  day 
development.  He  expressed  himself  as  being  very  satisfied 
with  the  work  and  requested  that  an  illustrative  report  be 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  IMinistry  of  Health  contrasting 
pre-planning  and  post-planning  control  of  development. 
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The  ]ire]);iratiun  of  this  rei)ort  revealed  iniiny  interesting 
points  and  showed  a marked  improvement  in  the  appearance  of 
l:)iiildings  which  will  be  more  in  evidence  as  time  goes  on  especially 
when  the  Scheme  becomes  operative. 

The  Planning  Officer  attended  the  Town  and  Country  Summer 
School  held  at  Exeter  under  the  auspices  of  the  Town  Planning 
Institute  where  many  matters  of  current  Planning  interest  were 
discussed. 

Mr.  W.  Fairbank  commenced  duties  as  Junior  on  the 
Committee’s  staff  in  April,  1938. 

The  expenses  of  the  Joint  Committee  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £1852. 


Bridges  and  Culverts. 

A culvert  2-ft.  6-in.  diameter  was  constructed  by  the  Rural 
District  Council  under  Whalley  Road,  Sabden.  The  County 
Council  laid  concrete  tube  culverts  in  Manchester  Road,  and  a 
length  of  similar  tubes  was  laid  by  the  Rural  District  Council  in 
Wood  Plumpton  Road,  Habergham  Eaves.  Sykeside  Bridge 
on  the  Padiham — Blackburn  Main  Road  was  widened  by  the 
County  Council  ; they,  also,  expended  over  £3,000  in  pitching 
the  river  bank  near  Altham  Bridge  on  the  same  road. 

In  conformity  with  the  Rural  District  Council's  scheme  for 
widening  Pike  Hill,  Worsthorne,  the  County  Council  prepared 
drawings  for  widening  the  bridge  at  Brownside,  and  it  is  anti- 
cipated that  the  work  will  be  carried  out  during  the  coming  3^ear. 

Several  footbridges  on  field  footpaths  were  repaired  during 
the  year  and  the  County  Council  spent  £490  on  the  maintenance 
of  bridges  within  the  Rural  District. 


Surface  Water  Sewers. 

The  following  were  laid  for  the  drainage  of  the  undermentioned 
roads  and  streets  ; — 


Barley  Lane,  Barley... 

Do.  do. 

Black  Moss  Road,  Barley 
(«)Atkinson  Street,  Briercliffe 
(fl)Duke  Street,  Briercliffe 
[a)  Do.  do. 

(cf) Harrison  Street,  Briercliffe 
Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger 
Salterford  Lane 


30-yds.  of  6-in.  pipes. 


106  ,, 

18-in. 

140  ,, 

18-in. 

50  ,. 

6-in. 

52  ,, 

6-in. 

48  „ 

9-in. 

85  ,, 

9-in. 

300  ,, 

6-in. 

460  ,, 

9-in. 
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Croft  Top  Road,  Higham  ... 

75-yds. 

of  6-in. 

pipes. 

Red  Rock  Road,  Higham  ... 

103  „ 

9-in. 

f t 

Do.  do. 

32  ,, 

9-in. 

) t 

(a)Simpson  Street,  Hapton 

130  „ 

9-in. 

t ) 

((7)Bridgefield  Street,  Hapton 

59 

9-in. 

1 1 

Lower  Trap,  Sinaonst one 

200  ,, 

6-in. 

» » 

Whins  Lane,  Read  ... 

50  ,, 

6-in. 

» t 

Noggarth  Road,  Roughlee  ... 

Wood  Plumpton  Rd.,  Habergham 

168  „ 

12-in. 

) f 

Eaves  ... 

(a)  Private  Street  Improvement  Work. 

260  „ 

24-in. 

tubes. 

A number  of  nranholes  were  built  upon  the  above  drains 
and  many  old  stone  catchpits  were  replaced  by  earthenware 
trapped  gullies. 


The  number  of  gullies  in  the  Rural  District,  which  require 
regular  emptying,  is  now  considerable,  and  prompt  attention 
must  be  given  to  them  after  every  storm  and  heavy  rainfall. 

Private  Streets. 

Good  progress  was  made  in  the  making-up  of  private  streets 
during  the  past  year. 

Reedley  Road,  Reedley  Hallows  was  drained,  surfaced,  kerbed, 
channelled,  paved,  etc,,  at  a cost  (including  the  Council’s  com- 
mission) of  34s.  3d.  per  lineal  foot  (19s.  8id.  per  foot  of  frontage). 
Total  .€948. 

At  Briercliffe  seven  streets,  or  portions  thereof,  were  made  up. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Bashall,  of  Preston  secured  the  contract,  his  tender 
amounting  to  £3,666. 


The  actual  cost  worked  out  as  follows  : — 


Atkinson  Street 

s. 

23 

d. 

10  per  lin.  ft. 

s. 

(H 

d. 

11  ft. 

frontage) 

£ 

217 

Cross  Street 

32 

4 

^ J » t f 

(19 

2i 

„ „ ) 

531 

Duke  Street 

37 

9 

(27 

0 

„ ) 

1052 

Harrison  Street  ... 

38 

9 „ ,. 

(21 

3 

..  „ ) 

694 

Tennyson  Street 

31 

3 ,,  ,, 

(19 

U 

„ ) 

604 

Townley  Street  ... 

29 

6 

(21 

8 

» > » > / 

228 

Wordsworth  Street 

35 

9 

(20 

U 

„ ) 

197 

Total  (including  Council’s  commission)  £3523 
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Surveys,  plans,  specifications,  estimates  and  provisional 
apportionments  were  approved  for  the  making  up  of  Simpson 
Street,  Bridgefield  Street  (part),  and  North  Street,  Hapton. 
No  objections  were  received  from  owners  and  tenders  were  invited. 
The  successful  contractors  were  Messrs.  B.  G.  Roberts  & Co., 
of  Blackpool,  whose  tender  amounted  to  the  low  figure  of  £1,675. 

The  work  was  completed  in  October,  but  the  actual  cost  had 
not  been  settled  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  new  street  (Ruskin  Grove)  on  the  Hapton  housing  site 
was  drained,  paved  and  metalled  by  the  Council  at  a cost  of 
£436  (25s.  lid.  per  lineal  foot),  including  two  sewers. 

Surveys  of  10  streets  in  the  Brunshaw  area  of  Worsthorne  and 
Cliviger  were  made,  but  the  scheme  has  had  to  be  amended  owing 
to  certain  difficulties  having  arisen. 

Meantime  surveys  of  several  private  streets  in  Simonstone 
and  Read  have  been  put  in  hand. 

A good  deal  of  private  street  improvement  work  is  still  required 
in  other  townships,  especially  Altham,  Briercliffe,  Cliviger, 
Dunnockshaw,  Foulridge,  Habergham  Eaves,  Hapton,  Higham, 
Reedley  Hallows,  Sabden  and  Worsthorne. 

Highways. 

It  was  a disappointment  to  the  Council  that  their  scheme  for 
widening  Pike  Hill,  Worsthorne,  from  Brunshaw  Road  to  beyond 
Brownside  Bridge  could  not  be  proceeded  with  during  the  year. 
At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Transport  the  County  Council 
asked  the  Rural  District  Council  to  prepare  preliminary  plans 
for  continuing  the  widening  of  the  road  in  the  future  to  the  village 
of  Worsthorne.  These  plans  were  accordingly  got  out  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  but,  in  spite  of  every  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Rural  District  Council,  sanction  to  commencement  of  the 
work  could  not  be  obtained  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Negotiations  for  the  lands  and  premises  necessary  to  be 
acquired  for  the  widening  were  pressed  forward  but  at  the  end 
of  the  year  agreement  had  not  been  reached  with  many  of  the 
owners.  It  may  be  eventually  decided  to  largely  complete  the 
bridge  widening  before  proceeding  with  the  road  works. 

The  chief  work  of  ROAD  IMPROVEMENT  carried  out  during 
1938  was  the  widening  of  two  further  lengths  of  Red  Lees  Road, 
Cliviger  at  a total  cost,  including  the  length  completed  in  the 
previous  year,  of  £8,147. 
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Plans  were  siibniittcd  to  the  Ministry  of  Transport  for  a smaller 
widening  on  the  same  road  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  further 
lengths  should  be  widened  and  straightened  at  an  early  date  as 
the  road,  which  carries  a good  deal  of  traffic,  is  dangerously 
narrow  and  sinuous. 

Surveys  were  naade  and  plans  prepared  to  enable  improvement 
lines  to  be  defined  on  Straits  Lane,  Read,  in  anticipation  of 
building  development. 

In  Back  Duke  Street,  Briercliffe,  the  old  setts  which  had 
become  badly  worn  were  taken  up  and  the  street  surfaced  with 
concrete  to  a concave  contour. 

At  Hapton  Lane  Ends,  the  junction  of  iManchester  Road  with 
the  Burnley — Accrington  Main  Road  was  further  improved  by 
a widening  of  the  carriageway  and  the  installation  of  illuminated 
bollards  on  the  traffic  island. 

The  widening,  commenced  in  1937,  of  the  upper  portion  of 
Rossendale  Avenue,  Habergham  Eaves,  and  improving  of  its 
junction  with  the  Burnley — Manchester  Main  Road,  was  com- 
pleted early  in  1938. 

A small  scheme  for  improving  the  junction  of  Salterford  Lane 
and  Hurstwood  Lane,  Worsthorne  was  submitted  to  the  County 
Council. 

The  straightening  and  widening  of  a length  of  Blackburn 
Road  at  Syke  Side  at  a cost  of  .ti6,300  was  duly  commenced  by 
the  County  Council  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  was  fairly  advanced. 

The  County  Council  also  embarked  upon  works,  estimated  to 
cost  £3,200,  near  Altham  Bridge  on  Blackburn  Road,  comprising 
pitching  of  the  river  bank,  roadside  wall,  etc. 

No  progress  was  made  with  the  Rural  District  Council’s 
proposals  to  open  out  Noggarth  Toll  Road,  Roughlee  ; to  make 
a new  byepass  road  at  Whinney  Hill,  Altham  ; and  to  widen 
Copthurst  Road,  Higham,  and  Thorneyholme,  Roughlee. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council  preliminary  plans  were 
prepared  for  the  widening  and  improvement  of  Salterford  Lane, 
Cliviger,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a scheme  will  be  called  for 
very  shortly. 

In  response  to  a request  for  the  adoption  as  a public  highway 
of  the  road  across  Hapton  Common  leading  to  Castle  Clough 
estimates  were  prepared  of  the  cost  of  making  up  the  road  but 
it  was  decided  that  it  was  a matter  for  the  several  owners  affected. 


66 


Estimates  were  prepared,  also,  for  draining  and  metalling  a 
length  of  Gorple  Road,  Worsthorne  above  the  laundry  and 
forwarded  to  the  County  Council. 

Extensive  slipping  on  Halifax  Road,  Briercliffe,  alongside 
the  steep  bank  of  the  river  near  Thursden  Bridge,  has  been 
manifest  for  some  time  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Bridges  staff 
of  the  County  Council  will  carry  out  remedial  works  early  in  the 
new  year. 

Ro.\r)  Resurfacing  work  was  carried  out  on  part  of  the 
following  roads  by  the  Rural  District  Council  : — 

Tarmacadam  ; — 

Barley  Lanjs,  Barley. 

Whins  Lane,  Read. 

Park  Lane,  Ightenhill. 

Halifax  Road,  Briercliffe. 

Wellhouse  Road,  Sabden. 

Padiham  Road,  Sabden. 

Lower  Trap  Lane,  Simonstone. 

Burnley  Road,  Worsthorne. 

Long  Causeway,  Cliviger. 

Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger  (Inrprovement). 

Rossendale  Avenue,  Habergham  Eaves 
(Improvement). 

Mitton  Houses  Road,  Foulridge. 

Concrete  : — 

Back  Duke  Street,  Briercliffe. 

Burnley  Road,  Briercliffe. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a considerable  amount  of  resurfacing 
work  was  done  in  the  Rural  area  by  the  County  Council’s  staff 
on  the  following  Classified  Roads  ; — 

Whalley — Padiham  ; Burnley — Bacup  ; Burnley — Todmorden  ; 
Colne — Skipton  ; Nelson — Gisburn  ; Accrington — Burnley  ; 
Blackburn — Burnley  ; Burnley — Manchester  ; Padiham — 

Barrowford. 

On  the  Burnley — Colne  Road  considerable  works  were  done 
in  abolishing  the  tram-track  in  Reedley  Hallows  and  repaving 
the  road. 
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Camber  Reduction,  whicli  strengthens  the  Imunchcs  and 
renders  the  road  safer  and  more  commodions  was  effected  on  the 
following  Unclassified  Roads  — 

Clitheroe  Road,  Sabden. 

Firtrees  Road,  Higham. 

Long  Causeway,  Cliviger. 

Halifax  Road,  Briercliffe. 

A good  deal  of  similar  work  was  done  on  the  Classified  Roads 
by  the  County  Council’s  men. 

Superelevation  work  at  bends  on  Unclassified  Roads  was 
carried  out  on  : — 

Barley  Lane,  Barley. 

Whins  Lane,  Read. 

Burnley  Road,  Worsthorne. 

Long  Causeway,  Cliviger. 

Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger  (Improvement). 

Halifax  Road,  Briercliffe. 

Mitton  Houses  Road,  Foulridge. 

Padiham  Road,  Sabden. 


The  County  Council  performed  similar  work  on  the  Burnley — 
Bacup,  Burnley — Todmorden  and  Colne — Skipton  Main  Roads. 

Footpath  Works,  e.g.  kerbing,  asphalting,  flagging,  ashing, 
etc.,  were  executed  on  parts  of  the  following  roads  : — 


Unclassified. 

Halifax  Road,  Briercliffe. 
Barley  Lane,  Barley. 

Cross  Lane,  Barley. 

Padiham  Road,  Sabden. 
Mereclough,  Cliviger. 

Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger 
(Improvement). 

Burnley  Road,  Worsthorne. 
Rossendale  Ave.,  Habergham 
Eaves  (Improvement). 


Classified. 

Whalley — Padiham  Road. 
Burnley — Bacup  Road. 

Burnley — Todmorden  Road. 
Colne — Skipton  Road. 

Nelson — Gisburn  Road. 
Accrington — Burnley  Road. 
Blackburn — Burnley  Road. 
Deerplay — Waterfoot  Road. 
Padiham — ^Barrowford  Road. 
Foulridge — Barnoldswick  Road 


Road  Retaining  Walls  were  built  (or  rebuilt)  on  ; — 

Roughlee  Road  (Riverside). 

Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger  (Improvement). 
Bnrnley — Bacup  Main  Road. 


Tarspraving  : Some  32  miles  of  Unclassified  Roads  were 
sprayed  with  hot  tar,  hot  bitumen  or  cold  bitumenoiis  emulsion. 
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Tlie  total  area  treated  was  about  271,300  superficial  yards. 
The  cost  amounted  to  .£5,260,  an  average  of  4-25  pence  per  yard. 
This  was  the  smallest  amount  expended  for  many  years.  The 
cost  per  yard  proved  slightly  lower  than  jorevious  years  in  spite  of 
the  weather  which  was  very  unsuitable  for  efficient  tarspraying. 

Similar  work  on  Classified  roads  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  cost  £1 ,346. 

The  mileage  of  public  roads  in  the  Rural  District  was  increased 
slightly  owing  to  the  taking  over  of  several  private  streets  after 
their  making  up. 

The  mileage  at  the  end  of  1938  was  ; — 

Class  I.  Main  Roads. 

Burnley — Nelson  (A.  56)  ... 

Burnley — Accrington  Road  (A.  679) 

Burnley — Todmorden  Road  (A.  646) 

Burnley — Bacup  Road  (x\.  671)  ... 

Burnley — Rawtenstall  Road  (A.  56) 

Padiham — Whalley  Road  (A.  671) 

Padiham — Blackburn  Road  (A.  678) 

Barrowford — Gisburn  Road  (A.  682) 

Colne — Skipton  Road  (A.  56) 

Accrington — Whalley  Road  (A.  680) 


Class  II.  Roads. 

Padiham — Barrowford  Road  (B.  6247)  ...  3-45 

Brierfield— Fence  Road  (B.  6248)  ...  1-14 

Barnoldswick — Foulridge  Road  (B.  6251)  1 '45 

Newchurch  (Cliviger)  Road  (B.  6238)  ...  1-60 

6-64 

Unclassified  Main  Road. 

Red  Lees  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  U74 

L^nclassified  District  Roads. 

(including  Adopted  Streets)  ...  ...  79-68 

81-42 

Total  ...  106-34 


miles. 

0- 45 
1 -99 
4-88 
3-40 
2-47 
2-37 
2-46 

1- 00 
1 -07 
0-19 

20-28 


The  Classified  Roads  are  maintained  directly  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  and  the  Ibiclassified  Roads  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  by  virtue  of  powers  delegated  to  them  by  the  County 
Council  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929, 
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The  whole  of  tlie  main  roads  are  traversed  by  motor  buses 
and  some  27  miles  of  the  unclassified  roads. 

De.spite  the  continued  increase  of  traffic  on  our  narrow  and 
weak  roads  they  have  been  maintained  in  good  condition,  though 
a good  deal  of  strengthening,  widening  and  straightening  work 
is  still  undoubtedly  re(|uired  to  adapt  them  to  the  needs  of 
modern  traffic. 

The  Expenditure  of  the  Rural  District  Council  on  public 
highways  during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1939,  was  as  follows  : 


Ordinary  Maintenance  (patching,  rutting,  clean-  £ 
ing,  ditching,  direction  posts,  etc.)  ...  ...  5,408 

Tarspraying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,260 

Special  Maintenance  (resurfacing,  draining,  re- 
taining walls,  kerbing,  asphalting,  etc.)  ...  8,870 

(rt)Widenings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,181 

Parish  Footpaths  and  Footbridges  ...  ...  142 


Total  ...  £21,861 


(a)  Includes  part  of  expenditure  on  schemes  mentioned  on  pages 

64  and  65. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  any  of  the  work  done  on 
Classified  Roads  in  the  Rural  District.  The  Lancashire  County 
Council  expended  £13,599  upon  such  works  and  £9,500  upon  works 
of  widening,  etc. 

Openings  in  roads,  made  by  gas,  electricity,  water,  etc., 
authorities  and  by  builders  and  others  for  laying,  connecting 
to  or  repairing  pipes,  cables,  drains,  etc.,  amounted  to  182  in 
number  and  necessitated  the  making  good  of  2,769  square  yards 
of  roads  and  footpaths. 

£142  was  expended  upon  the  repair  of  Parish  footpaths  (across 
fields,  etc.)  and  the  footbridges  thereon. 

Miscellaneous  work  on  highways  included  the  provision  of 
Direction  Posts,  Danger  Symbols,  Guard  Posts,  Village  Name 
Plates,  Speed  Limit  and  De-restriction  Signals,  Crossing  Beacons, 
Street  Name  Plates,  Roadside  Trees,  Kerb  Whitening,  and 
White  Traffic  Lines. 
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Air  Raid  Precautions. 

A great  deal  of  work  was  done  by  the  Surveyor’s  staff  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  the  Council’s 
A.R.P.  Scheme  ; indeed  the  work  has  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  practically  the  whole  time  of  one  assistant  is  now 
occupied  with  it,  and,  in  consequence,  the  other  work  of  the 
department  is  retarded. 

The  Surveyor,  the  Deputy  Surveyor  (Mr.  Baldwin),  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  Johnson)  and  General  Foreman  (Mr.  Graham) 
attended  Anti-Gas  courses  at  Preston.  The  three  latter  qualified 
by  examination  as  Instructors  for  local  Anti-gas  training.  Sub- 
sequently, Mr.  Baldwin  conducted  classes  in  anti-gas  measures 
and  first-aid  at  which  the  Council’s  outdoor  staff  of  roadmen, 
etc.,  were  given  instruction,  and  also  the  County  Council’s 
roadmen  who  work  in  No.  4 District.  Anti-gas  Voluntary  Aid 
classes  were  held,  also,  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Graham  at 
Dunnockshaw,  Wheatley  Lane  and  Foulridge. 

All  of  the  classes  were  well  attended  and  much  appreciated 
by  both  staff  and  volunteers. 

Numerous  particulars  were  called  for  by  the  Home  Office 
relating  to  such  matters  as  waterworks,  sewage  works,  canals, 
reservoirs,  roads,  bridges,  waterways,  sandpits,  buildings, 
stores,  street  lighting,  transport,  shelters,  etc.,  etc.  Lists  of 
men  available,  including  volunteers  for  various  duties  were 
compiled.  Statistics  as  to  tools,  plant,  timber,  pumps,  wagons, 
tank  carts,  etc.,  in  the  district  were  got  out  and  analysed,  and 
estimates  prepared  for  what  materials,  tools  and  plant  might 
be  required  for  the  shoring  and  demolition  of  buildings,  re- 
instating damaged  roads,  sewers,  water  mains,  etc.  Details 
were  furnished  as  to  probable  depots,  stores,  dumps  and  other 
matters. 

Surveys  of  all  cellars,  basements  and  shelters  in  the  district 
were  made  and  details  listed  for  reference.  Surveys  have  also 
been  made  of  danger  areas  where  flooding  might  occur  from 
damaged  banks  of  canals,  reservoirs,  etc. 

The  County  Council  handed  over  to  the  Rural  District  Council 
the  control  and  maintenance  (for  A.R.P.  purposes)  of  all  Main 
and  other  Classified  Roads  in  the  District,  bringing  the  total 
mileage  to  be  dealt  with  up  to  over  100. 

Squads  are  being  formed  for  ; — Decontamination  of  Roads 
and  Buildings  ; Shoring  and  Demolition  of  Buildings  ; Rescue 
Work  ; Repair  of  Damaged  Waterworks  and  Mains  ; Repair 
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of  Damaged  Sewage  Works  and  Sewers  ; Repair  of  Damaged 
Roads  and  Streets  ; Cleansing  of  Vehicles,  etc.,  and  these  men 
will  all  have  to  he  trained  in  their  duties. 

Sites  ha\-e  been  suggested  for  trenches  and  shelters,  snr\cys 
made,  and  nnmerons  maps  and  plans  have  been  prepared  for  a 
\’aricty  of  purposes. 

Schemes  have  been  submitted  to  the  County  Council  relating 
to  Air  Raid  Shelters;  Cleansing  Depots;  Tool,  etc..  Stores;  Road 
Metal  Dumps;  Trench  Shelters;  Sewage  and  Waterworks,  etc. 


In  the  month  of  September  the  international  situation  became 
.so  grave  that  war  appeared  imminent. 

All  other  work  was  stopped  ; work  on  highways,  sewers,  etc., 
closed  down  and  all  the  staff  concentrated  upon  protective 
measures.  Large  stocks  of  tools  were  purchased  ; all  timber 
yards,  collieries,  etc.,  visited  and  particulars  taken  of  all  materials 
available  for  rescue  and  demolition  work,  shoring  of  buildings, 
etc.;  frames  for  trenches  were  designed  and  orders  placed  with 
local  joiners  ; purchases  made  of  all  corrugated  iron  obtainable  ; 
stocks  for  repairs  of  water  mains,  sewers,  etc.,  indented  for  and 
many  other  steps  taken  on  the  instructions  of  the  Home  Office, 
and  in  daily  consultation  with  the  County  Council. 

Negotiations  were  conducted  and  concluded  very  rapidly, 
thanks  to  the  landowners  affected,  after  sites  for  trenches  hacl 
been  considered  and  surveyed.  The  Surveyor’s  staff,  assisted 
by  several  volunteers,  proceeded  to  peg  out  trenches  at  Brier- 
cliffe,  Hapton,  Fence,  Goldshaw  Booth,  Simonstone,  Read, 
etc.,  and  in  most  cases,  gangs  of  men  were  formed  and  digging 
commenced. 

Fortunately,  the  crisis  passed  and  work  resumed  its  normal 
course.  Some  of  the  materials  and  plant  purcha.sed  were  taken 
back  by  the  sellers  by  arrangement,  the  rest  put  into  store.  It 
was  decided  to  fill  in  partially-dug  trenches  as  they  had  not 
reached  a sufficient  depth  to  warrant  conversion  int(.)  permanent 
structures — although  at  Ightenhill  an  existing  adit  was  con- 
verted (by  voluntary  labour)  into  a convenient  shelter  and  will 
be  available  in  the  future  if  necessary. 

Tribute  is  due  to  the  landowners  ; to  the  indoor  and  outdoor 
staff  and  the  many  willing  helpers  who  canre  forward  to  render 
assistance  at  a very  trying  time. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Amongst  the  numerous  niatters  dealt  with  in  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  during  1938  may  be  mentioned  Inspection  of 
Factories  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  ; Numbering  and 
re-numbering  of  Houses  ; Inspection  under  Petroleum  Acts  of 
Petrol  Stores,  also  Inspection  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  Stores  ; 
the  enforcement  of  Byelaws  relating  to  Petrol  Pumps  on  highways; 
Valuations  of  property  for  purposes  of  Rating,  Water  Charges, 
etc.  ; Overhead  and  Underground  Cables  for  Electricity  Supply  ; 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Lines  ; Wireless  Aerials,  and  the 
taking  of  gaugings  of  the  Rainfall. 


Electricity  cables  were  laid  by  Burnley  Corporation  and  the 
Lancashire  Electric  Power  Co.,  in  the  following  roads  ; — 


Manchester  Road 
Red  Lees  Road 
Hole  House  ... 
Vdiin’s  Lane... 
Greenhead  Lane 
Various  Streets 
Burnley  Road 
Brownside  . . . 


Hapton. 

Cliviger. 

do. 

Read. 

Reedley  Hallows 
Worsthorne. 
do. 
do. 


Overhead  cables  were  fixed  by  Burnley,  Rawtenstall  and 
Nelson  Corporations  and  the  Lancashire  Electric  Power  Co.  at  : — 


Newfield  Farm  to  Foxstones,  Cliviger. 

Dyneley  to  Honeyholme,  Cliviger. 

Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger. 

Mereclough,  Clix'iger. 

Clowbridge,  Dunnockshaw. 

Sabden  Lold,  Goldshaw  Booth. 

Birk  House  to  Lower  Small  Hazels,  Habergham  Laves. 

Mill  Hill  to  Childerls  Green,  Hapton. 

W’hite  Lea  and  Height  Top,  Higham. 

Fencegate  to  Plantation  Cottage,  Old  Laund  Booth. 

W’ood  End,  Reedley  Hallows. 

Waterside,  etc.  Reedley  Hiillows. 

Waterside  to  Wood  Nook,  Reedley  Hallows. 

New  Laund  Farm,  Reedley  Hallows. 

The  multi])licity  of  overhead  wires  and  cables  has  become 
a serious  ])roblcm.  Whilst  it  is  recognised  that  farms  and  other 
premises  in  the  Rural  District  arc  entitled  to  take  electricity 
made  available  by  the  national  “ grid,”  tlu' importance  of  avoiding 
spoiliation  of  the  countryside  ought  to  be  kept  in  mind. 
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I'or  the  most  part  the  Council  have  raised  few  objections  to 
hif>;h-tcnsion  cables  lieing  fixed  o\-erlieatl,  but  have  endeavoured — 
with  only  limited  success  on  account  of  the  hif(her  cost — to  get 
low-tension  cables  laid  underground. 

All  applications  to  fix  cables  (excepting  telegraph  and 
telephone  wires  dealt  with  by  the  Post  Office)  are  submitted  for 
report  to  the  Town  Planning  Officer  and  also  to  the  County 
Council,  whose  consent  is  usually  required.  In  many  cases  the 
Town  Planning  Officer’s  ad\'ice  that  the  cables  should  be  laid 
nnderground  has  not  been  followed,  the  electricity  undertakers 
refusing  to  incur  the  extra  cost. 

Water  Mains  were  laid  in  the  Rural  District  by  Burnley 
Corporation  at  Cliviger  (Red  Lees  Road),  Hapton  (Valley 
Gardens),  Habergham  Eaves  (Herkomer  Avenue,  and  Wilkie 
Street),  and  Worsthornc  (Buttermere  Road). 

Gas  Mains  to  the  extent  of  730  yards  were  laid  in  the  Rural 
District  by  Burnley  Corporation  in  Red  Lees  Road,  Cliviger  ; 
Herkomer  Avenue,  Habergham  Eaves  ; Ruskin  Grove,  Hapton  ; 
Buttermere  Road,  Thirlmere  Road  and  Ullswater  Road,  Wors- 
thorne. 

Under  the  Rights  of  Way  Act,  1932,  several  objections  were 
enquired  into  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

The  supersession  of  trams  by  motor  buses  by  the  Burnley, 
Colne  and  Nelson  Joint  Transport  Committee  hax’ing  rendered 
unnecessary  the  tram-track  in  Colne  Road,  Reedley  Hallows,  it 
has  been  taken  up  bj^  the  County  Council  and  the  road  surfaced 
with  asphalt. 

Whilst  the  surface  tarring  of  Manchester  Road,  Hapton,  was 
in  progress  in  Septen^ber  1937,  an  accident  occurred  to  a woman 
who  slipped  on  some  stone  chippings  on  the  parish  footpath 
known  as  the  ” Golf  Steps.”  At  Manchester  Assizes  in  July, 
1938  she  was  awarded  £250  damages  against  the  Highway 
Authority.  As  the  chippings  were  thrown  from  the  roadside 
on  to  the  .steps  by  children  it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  to  guard 
against  similar  accidents  in  the  future. 

The  need  for  Public  Conveniences  still  exists  in  several  places 
in  the  Rural  District. 

During  the  year  the  purchase  of  premises  was  considered  by 
the  Council  in  which  to  house  the  whole  of  the  staffs  in  lieu  of  the 
present  offices  but  no  definite  decision  had  been  arrived  at  when 
the  year  came  to  an  end. 
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The  Rev.  H.  H.  Wliittaker,  who  had  well  aiifl  faithfully 
represented  Althanr  on  the  Rural  District  Council  since  1922 
resigned  his  seat  in  March,  to  take  up  his  abode  in  another  part 
of  the  C ounty. 


An  old  and  trusted  servant  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Wm.  Rankin 
retired  on  superannuation  in  March,  fn  his  position  as  General 
Foreman  he  served  the  Council  well  for  25  years.  His  successor 
is  Mr.  Leslie  Graham. 

Mr.  Allen  Fisher  and  Mr.  Bernard  Hartley,  B.Sc.,  Engineering 
Assistants,  left  the  service  of  the  Council  during  the  year,  their 
places  being  taken  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Burrell  and  Mr.  John  Hartley, 
B.Sc.  (Engineering).  T.  G.  Stuttard  took  the  place  of  T.  Nowell, 
Junior  Clerk,  who  left  to  enter  another  department  of  the  Council. 


Many  important  schemes  are  forcasted  for  1939,  including  : — 
The  complete  A.R.P.  Scheme  (including  the  training  of  squads 
in  the  various  technical  duties). 


The  completion  of  the  Sewerage  of  Higham. 

Pike  Hill,  Worsthorne — Improvement. 

Brownside  Bridge  Widening. 

Briercliffe  Housing  (Completion). 

Sabden  Housing  (Completion). 

Tank  for  Eire  Brigade  at  Altham. 

Sewering  of  Ightenhill. 

Purchase,  equipment,  etc.,  of  New  Offices. 

Water  Mains  at  Sabden,  Higham  and  Read. 

Housing  Schemes  for  Roughlee,  Higham,  Read,  etc. 

New  Byelaws  relating  to  New  Streets. 

Road  Improvements  : Red  Lees  Road  and  Salterford 
Lane,  Cliviger  ; Hurstwood  Lane,  Worsthorne  ; 
Manchester  Road,  Hapton  ; Blackburn  Road, 
.\ltham,  etc. 

Design  of  Cliviger  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Private  Street  Improvements  at  Cliviger,  Worsthorne, 
Read  and  Simonstone. 

Altham  Sewage  Works  (Hawthorn  Bank). 

Lining  of  Cliviger  Reservoir. 
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Slum  Clearance  Schemes  at  Iligham,  Old  Launrl  Hnnth, 
\\’orsthorne.  etc. 

and  good  progress  towards  completion  of  tlic  Regional 
Planning  Scheme. 

If  these  schenres  come  to  fruition  during  the  current  year 
the  Surveyor’s  Department  is  likely  to  be  kept  very  hdly  occupied. 

FRANK  HEWITT, 

17tli  ]\Iay,  1939.  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


